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Unit 1: Soil and Water Conservation Districts

Introduction

e Thisunit will help you understand why soil and
water conservation districts were formed, what
they are, their responsibilities, and how they fit
into the scheme of things.

» At theconclusion of thisunit, you will be ableto
describe why districts were formed and understand
their purpose and function.

District History

* Inthe 1930sthe “dust bowl!” erabegan. Erosion
ruined farms, farmerswent broke, and many were
displaced.

» Dust clouds blew from the plain states to
Washington, D.C.

e Thefedera government formed the ®
to help farmers correct the erosion problemsfrom
the 1930s “ dust bowl” era.

» Farmerswere skeptical and cautious of the
practices promoted by the “feds’ and were
reluctant to practice the Soil Erosion Service's
recommendations.

» The Soil Erosion Service staff realized they had to
involvelocal @ in order to implement
the new conservation practices.

* A model Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) law was provided to all statesto enact the
district concept at thelocal level.

* Indiana adopted its SWCD law in ®),
providing an opportunity for Indianafarmers and
local citizensto becomeinvolved inthe new
conservation practices. That's when the
conservation movement really began.

* The Indiana SWCD Act, @ has
been changed many times since 1937. The addition
in 1999 of the Clean Water Indiana (CWI) program
isjust one example.

What is a SWCD?

* InIndiana, asoil and water conservation district is
asubdivision of state government responsible for
soil and water conservation programs within its
boundaries.

What is the purpose of a SWCD?

» To provideinformation about soil, water, and
related natural resource conservation; identify and
prioritizelocal soil and water resource concerns;
and connect land users to sources of educational,
technical and financial assistance to implement
conservation practices and technologies.

Who controls a SWCD?

e« The  ©®¢electedand  © appointed
supervisors are legally responsible for District
operations. All others provide assistance (e.g.,
technical, educational, volunteers...).

e The ™ supervisors are considered alocal
policy-making entity responsible for identifying
natural resource issues within the entire county
and implementing or facilitating programsto
address these issues.

Election / Appointment of
Supervisors

e Three supervisors are elected and two supervisors
are appointed; all positions are three year
staggered terms.

Qualifications for Supervisors

. ® Supervisors: To serve as an
elected supervisor, a person must be of voting age,
own or lease more than 10 acres of land in the
district, maintain hisor her permanent residence
within the district, and be capabl e of performing
the duties of supervisor.

. © Supervisors: An appointed
supervisor must be of voting age, maintain their
permanent residence within the district, and be
capable of performing the duties of supervisor.

Election / Appointment Process

» Thedistrict chair annually appoints a nominating
committeein 9, This committee
selectstwo or more eligible nominees. The Indiana
SWCD Act (IC 14-32) requires at least one more
nominee than the number of open elected
positions.

Unit 1 answers on page 8.



The district provides the names of the nominees to
the Division of Soil Conservation by an,
for the creation of the official ballot.

Supervisor elections are required by
IC 14-32 to be held at the annual meetings of
SWCDsin January, February, or March.

When an appointed vacancy occurs, the district

recommends a candidate by a2,
to the State Soil Conservation Board (SSCB) for
appointment and approval.

Who'’s Eligible to Vote?

To votein asupervisor election, an individual must
be of voting age and either own or rent property or
land within the district or represent afirm,
company, or corporation that does. (Eligible
individuals also include the owner and tenant of
the same land or property as well as any owner’s
or tenant’s spouse.)

Specific Legal Powers of SWCDs

(9 gives districts the authority to:

Within district boundaries, implement conservation
measures on both public and private land with the
consent of the agency or landuser.

Construct, improve, operate, and maintain
conservation structures,

Cooperate with and provide financial or other aid
to private and public land occupiers for needed
conservation activities.

Acquire property by purchase, lease, exchange, or
donation. Also dispose of acquired property.
Manage property.

@4 income.
Make available machinery, equipment, seed,

seedlings, fertilizer, etc. for land occupiersto apply
conservation measures.

Develop conservation plans for lands within the
district.

Take over and manage conservation projects
within the district which were started by state or
federal agencies.
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Accept donations, gifts, and contributions of
money, services, materials, etc. from the United
States, and to use those contributions for district
operations.

Sue and be sued.

Require landusers whose lands would benefit from
district actions to contribute money, services, or
materials, and/or agreeto use or treat landsin a
way that enhances conservation. Also to enter into
agreements with landusers.

Cooperate with state agencies in conducting,
publishing, and disseminating soil and water
conservation related information.

Cooperate with state agencies in conducting
conservation demonstration projects.

Act as a management agency for federal non-point
pollution and other water quality protection related
programs.

Conduct landfill erosion/ sediment reviewsfor all
solidfill siteswithin their jurisdictional boundaries.

19, along with the
8 have an Memorandum of
Understanding (MOA) with the an
toimplement 327 |AC 15-5 (Rule5) concerning
construction activity, erosion, and sediment
control program activitiesincluding plan, review,
and inspection.

What are some examples of
things districts cannot do?

Takeland or property through eminent domain.
Borrow money beyond available funds.

Levy a9,

Sell bonds.

Demand contributions.

Buy or sell farm products except those used for
conservation work.

Do agricultural research or Extension teaching,
except in (9 with Purdue
University.




Unit 2: Role of Supervisors

Introduction

» At the conclusion of this unit, you will understand
the responsibilities, and duties of adistrict
supervisor.

Supervisor Responsibilities and
Duties

» Beknowledgable of, understand and follow all
@ effecting SWCDs and all

guidelines and poalicies established by the
@,

» Set policy for district employeesin accordance
with state and local requirements.

» Meet officialy to conduct district business.

 Participatein planning and executing the district’s
program.

 Invite appropriate local leaders to discuss
particular conservation problems and
opportunities.

» Understand the powers, authorities, and
responsibilities conveyed to SWCD supervisors
by law, aswell as other state and federal laws.

» Maintain close contact with the SSCB and the
Division of Soil Conservation (DSC), Indiana
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) on
administrative matters.

» Beaware of theland and water conditionsin the
district and the practices required to conserve and
develop these resources.

* Facilitate the development of the district’slong
range plan for the conservation and development
of natural resources.

« Develop an annual ® that
meets the goals of the district’s long range plan
and ensure that it isimplemented.

» Arrange for help and cooperation as needed in the
district.

» Enter into @ or
understanding with appropriate local, state, and
federal agencies and organizations.

» Establish policiesand priorities regarding technical
assistance and conservation education.

Hire and supervise district employees. Asan
employer, be aware and implement policiesrelated
to the prevention of sexual harassment in the
workplace.

Coordinate district programswith other natural
resource planning and devel opment agencies.

Manage al funds, facilities, and equi pment
belonging to the district within the state law, rules,
and SSCB policy.

Participatein appropriate multi-district activities.

As required by ®, conduct an annual
meeting during thefirst quarter of the calendar
year. At the annual meeting provide afull and
accurate report of the activitiesand financial affairs
of the district and conduct an election for
supervisors.

Cooperate with USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), and IDNR Division
of Soil Conservation (DSC) personnel as“technical
partners’ of the district.

Cooperate with the Division of Soil Conservation
inimplementing and reporting of the
® program.

Cooperatewith IDNR DSC stormwater and
sediment control program and the Indiana
Department of Environmental Management (IDEM)
in ™ landfill erosion and sedimentation
inspections.

Cooperate with the Purdue Cooperative Extension
Service personnel as education partners of the
districts.

Sincedistrictsare governmental units, comply with
all aspects of the ®
(IC5-14-1.5) which requiresthefollowing:

* Post apublic notice at the principal location of
the agency showing O, a0,
and (D of meetings. Regularly

scheduled meeting dates may be prominently
displayed in apermanent location in your office.

* Notify news mediaof regular monthly meeting
dates.

Unit 2 answers on page 8.



» Post a meeting agenda at the entrance to the
meeting site at least (2 hours prior to the
meeting.

Additionally...

» Setagood conservation example.

* Makeacommitment to serve on district
committees, attend and participatein
district meetings, support programs, and
accept aleadership role in the county.

» Bewilling to evaluate, discuss, and
develop plans and programs for future
conservation needs of the district; then
implement those programs.

» Seek fundsfor theimplementation of
SWCD programs.

« Utilizedistrict employeesto implement
SWCD policiesand programs.

» Recognize that supervisors are not volunteers, but
areduly elected or appointed officialswith definite
responsibilitiesasset forthin IC 14-32.

* Asamember of the

(3, we support the
Clean Water Indianaprogram.

Notes

-

Unit 2 answers on page 8.



The Indiana Conservation Partnership Agreement

... consisting of the

PURDUE

URNRIVERSITY

ONRCS

IndianaAssociation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, USDA Natur al
Resour ces Conser vation Service, | ndiana Department of Natural Resour ces, Purdue

Univer sity Cooper ative Extension Service, and Sate Soil Conservation Board

... jointly provides leadership in the State on natural resource conservation issues.
As partners, we are interdependent, having independent responsibilities yet
dependent upon each other for successful delivery of resource management

~

programs and services.

Partnership Aninnovativepartner ship dedicated to effectiveleader ship and quality servicein conserving
Vision: and protecting Indiana’ snatural resour ces.

Quality We are committed to providing our customers with quality service through effective commu-
Policy: nication, professional integrity and mutual respect.

Partnership Guiding Principles

Weshareacommitment to-

listening to, anticipating, and responding to our
clientele’s needs;

anticipating, identifying, and addressing the
relevant issues;

permitting decision-making at the lowest
appropriatelevel;

advocating total resource management;
maintaining and enhancing our locally led delivery
system;

building new alliancesto expand our partnership;
fostering economically viable environmental
polices;

improving the quality of lifefor future generations;
and

sustaining and conserving our natural resources
and environment.

kT S e g!, 2 <. MMZ;,
President, State Conservationisf,

Indiana Association of
Soil and Water

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Conservation Districts

“Director,
Indiana Department
of Natural Resources

Wepledgetowork together by -

advancing and practicing teamwork;

involving each partner in the decision making
process;

communicating, coordinating, and cooperating;
promoting mutual respect, support, trust, and
honesty; and

sharing in the leadership, ownership, credit, and
responsibility.

Wewill improveour efficiency and effectivenessby -

putting quality first;

empowering people to make decisions;
demonstrating professionalism and dedication; and
striving for continuous improvement.

Q%E.—;%w Lhude (ot b M 4

Chair,
State Soil
Conservation Board

Director,
Purdue Cooperative
Extension Service

This agreement affirmed January 8, 2003.



Unit 3: The Conservation Partnership

Introduction

e Thisunit will help you understand why we have a
conservation partnership, who the members are,
and what they do.

Why a Conservation Partnership?
» Each partner provides specific assistance.

» Limited resources. No particular partner possesses
enough money, people, or equipment to be all
thingsto all people.

Conservation Partnership Members
and Responsibilities

Soil and Water Conservation Districts

Provides an opportunity for local people to work
together for natural resources conservation and
development.

Indiana Department of Natural Resources
(IDNR)

Provides @ @,

®, and @
assistance to SWCDs through the State Sail
Conservation Board, Division of Soil Conservation,
and Purdue University, Department of Agronomy. All
other IDNR Divisionsareavailableto provide
assistance to SWCDs, aswell.

Division of Soil Conservation (DSC)

 Performs administrative duties required by ®
policy.

» Providestraining to SWCD supervisors with
regard to district opportunities, leadership,
development, and law.

e Assistsdistricts with program and administrative
functions including enhancement of their capacity
to address local resource needs.

e Assists districts with youth and adult
conservation education (Purdue Cooperative
Extension Service and DSC, Conservation Program
Specidists).

» Provides conservation, ©®
and () assistance to landowners
through districts (Resource Specialists,

Unit 3 answers on page 8.

Agricultural Conservation Specialists, and
Stormwater Specialists).

Assists districts and other agencies and
organizations with conservation-related aspects of
their programs.

Administers an erosion control cost-share
program.

Administers anon-agricultural erosion and
sediment control grant program.

Administersalake and river enhancement

( ) ® program to control sediment and
associated nutrient inflows into, and enhance the
continued use of Indiana’s lakes and rivers
(including streams and tributaries of rivers).

Provides educational, administrative, and program
development assistance to districts through a
contract with © to provide
staffing.

Administersthe CWI water quality related erosion
and sediment reduction program.

Coordinates SSCB policy.

State Soil Conservation Board (SSCB)

Appoints supervisors recommended by districts
and sets policy regarding the programs of the
Division of Soil Conservation and activities of
districts.

Assists SWCDsin carrying out programs.

Provides (9 funding
for district operations.
Builds 1D and

facilitatesinformation exchangewith SWCDs
through an annual conference, workshops, and
provides funding through programs (e.g., LARE,
CWI, and etc.).

Coordinates district programs through advice and
consultation.

Assists in securing federal and state agency help
for district programs.

Establishes policy for SWCD operations.



* By law, hasthe (2 to develop a
regulatory program to use once voluntary erosion
and sediment education approaches are exhausted.

SSCB Structure
» Consists of 13 members.

» Mgagjority of the SSCB members must possess
SWCD supervisor experience.

e OfthenineSSCB members, @ membersare
freeholderswith farming interests. @9 are
freeholderswith non-farming interests. 9
are ex-officio members (Commissioner of
Agriculture, DNR Director, and Purdue Extension
Director).

. (7 freeholders are appointed by the
Governor for four year terms, which are staggered
such that three are appointed every two years.

» TheDirector of the Division of Soil Conservation
serves as 18 for the Board
(non-voting).

Purdue Cooperative Extension (CES)

* The (9 jsapart of Purdue University, an
Indianaland grant college, charged with providing
affordable education to the state’'s citizens in the
agricultural and mechanical arts.

» Purdue University provides access to basic
research in soil erosion, conservation tillage and
other agronomic practices at the university and
agricultural centers located around the state.

» Loca Extension officesareavital local partnerin
the @0,

» Local Extension Educators based in each county
are available to provide assistance to districtsin
the @, @ and (23)
of SWCD youth and adult soil and water
conservation education programs.

» Additionally, the Conservation Program specialists
provide SWCDs with conservation, educational,
administrative, and program development
assistance.

e The @4 developed
by the Conservation Program specialists, provides
guidance for forming an active SWCD education
committee and devel oping or enhancing a district
education program that is responsive to local
conservation education needs.

» Among suggested committee members, local
Extension Educators are encouraged to participate
in the planning process.

» Two programs, Project WET (W ater Education for
Teachers) and Hoosier Riverwatch arealso
availableto districts.

Project WET isawater science and education
program for formal and non-formal educators
of kindergarten through twelfth grade students.

Hoosier Riverwatch isastatewide educational
program with thefollowing goals: (1) toincrease
public involvement in water quality issues by training
volunteersin stream monitoring and clean up
activities; and (2) to provide water quality information
to citizens and government officialsworking to
protect Indiana’srivers and streams.

Local Extension Educators provide assistance at the
county level in planning, development, and
implementation of ag or natural resource education
and information programs for youth and adult
education.

Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS)

» Provides natural resources conservation programs
and @ assistance to landusers.

» Provides equipment, personnel, and with afew
exceptions, office space to help districts achieve
their objectives.

» Provides administrative and technical specialists.

Indiana Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (IASWCD)

» Provides leadership devel opment opportunities for
SWCD supervisors and a @9 yoice for
soil and water conservation districts.

» Promotes cooperation and information exchange
between districts.

» Works with other organizations to promote the
conservation of natural resources.

» Assistsin developing and promoting programs to
control erosion and conserve natural resources.

e Provides @ coverage for all districts
through a blanket policy. The policy covers
liability, inland marine coverage, and SWCD owned
office contents.

Unit 3 answers on page 8.



Workbook Answers for Units 1 - 3

Unit 1: Soil & Water Conservation Districts
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State Soil Conservation Board

State Soil Conservation Board

Appoints supervisors recommended by districts

Pete Hippensteal, Chairman Harry Nikides, Secretary
Governor Appointed IDMRE Division of Soil Conservation
(non-farming interests) {non-voling position)

]

David Avery, Vice Chairman
Governor Appoinfed
(farming intarests)

1
Paul Ehret, representing
IDNR Director
Standing Position
|
Ellsworth Christmas,
representing Purdue Coop.
Extension Service Director
Standing Position

I
Julia Brown Wickard,
representing
Commissioner of Agriculture
Standing Position
I
Karen Dehne
Governor Appointed
{non-farming inferests)
I
0. William Mann
Governar Appointed
{farming inferests)

Travis Molcox
Governor Appointed
{farming inferasts)

Garry Tom
Governar Appointed
{farming inferests)




DNR Division of Soil Conservation

Harry Mikides State Soil
Director Conservation Board

Lauwrie Rownds,

LMCP Manager
Central Offi : . . . .
pelebal | PGP Program Technical & Financial Assistance : "
Administration i AN Education & SWCD Support
]
Greg Biberdaorf Am Kreicl
Chief, Budget & |— Eﬁaaﬁﬂﬂn
Personnel Randy Brawn Jirn Ry
— Chief, Stormwater & [~ Chied, Land & Water
a Sadimani Condrol Conservation | . . ~—
Administraive  — Conservation Water D:.w__n.a_
Coordinator Stormwater & Sediment P — Agricultural m_uqaﬂqw_._._ Education
Caontral Program Suppaort Conservation Program pecialists Susan Schultz
Deborah Messenger [Mon-Agricultural Lands) - Harcid O e Broiect WET
niormation | — Jill Hoffmann Agricultural Ken Eck Coardinatar
Spaciais! Stormwatar Aquatic Biclogisd Consarvation Mark Evans oo
__Specialists Specialists 2
i Wacant Ed Heckman Rivervwaich
Wacant Mark Goldsmith Project Engineer Jennifer Bratthausar Jirm Lake Coardinator
Adminsiralive f— Sharon Hall Raoninie Boehm Gene Matzal Jan Hoser
Assistan] Phil Hoel James Earr 1 Vacancy Ri ich
DW..._u. _._u__“___n___.hqm_m Dioug Musbaum Oiutreach
i i 0N Wier Kent Tracey Kim Wininger
_um_“_nqm._.H.__.”a:r_ - Larry Qsterhalz 1 Vaeaoy
Y Charles Westfall
Dioug Wolf Support Staff
2) Maturalist Aides _ o Fairhurst
Temporary — ; o :
Intermitient Resource Specialists Resource Specialists Irfiee rnaticn
Hiwvin Bard Ed Fdl Keibey Barkel | Ted McCammman Specialist
Jesnd Chea Dan Ryan Bl Ballmar Jienn Morris Waneta Lowe
Saerer Cinn Gary Seibert Dwnnis Chandenth il Faas SWCED Suppart
Branda Geilinger | Mke Shawhan Jerame Daugherty|  George Reger Spacialist
Malisea Hanskry | Amy Sleaples Mark Dishm | Cassandra Yondman
Frank Hodges Mk Thioimes Bty Fios s Dl Wi lamr
Haty Happing Bruce Walsan Jory Fraerich Brian Wuem
Mikee Johnson FHaberl Wse Chris Gardnar 2 Vanoanses
Dol Lsmairng) Jim Woaody Sum Gerlach
Jdia Mason F Viscacias Jdulbe Haraold
These pasifions are nol on e
) manning table, but are fillad through
Intermitent = Interrmittent _H_ a cooparative agreement with

Purdue Univarsity.
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DNR, Division of Soil Conservation
Agricultural Conservation Specialists’ Areas

S KESEPH ELEHANT LAGFANGE STEUEEN

Kent Tracey

WARSHALL
ﬁ BCECIIERD
Jennifer Bratthaur
T65-564-2849

WELLE | ADAME

Doug Nusbaum

219-925-3710
WARREN - !-H:IAI%& -
DELAFMAE

FOUMTAIN

FTHE

FRIEL

HARCICK

Jim Farr
Vacant S 317-736-6822
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Ronnie Boehm
812-482-1171
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DNR, Division of Soil Conservation
Resource Specialists’ Areas

LARE PORTER | wACANT

VACANT |VACANT i DAUGHERTY
: NOBLE

TWHITLEY ALLIEM
PLLASH] HARROLD WOMDRAN
GARDNER

HEWTON

WHIT
GERLACH

WELLE

WURM  WURM

HLUINTIMNGTON

TIPFFECANDE

WARAEN GERLACH
VACANT

TIFTCH
VACANT

NORRIS RANDIOLFH
HAMLTON NORRIS

HEMDAICKS  WARICN

W0 O
{MASON]

OLLM

EO=rF

1 JOHMEDH
i WALKER [

CAVEN 51“".“”'
ViALKER BAATHOLOMEW
S5 HOPPING
DINM DEAREOAN

JEMMINGS

FREDERICK
REDERICK

:

HODGES

0

SEIBERT

SEIGERT *

(MASON) - Julie Mason will be providing assistance with
design of practices and urban plan reviews primarily to the
counties shown,
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DNR, Division of Soil Conservation
Resource Specialists’ Phone Numbers

Baird, Kevin

812-883-3006 ext.

Barkell, Kelley

765-473-6753 ext.

Bollman, Bill

765-653-5716 ext.

Chenoweth, Dennis

260-726-4888 ext.

Chew, Jerod

107

3

3

3

812-988-2211 ext. 3

Daugherty, Jerome

260-626-7682 ext.

Diehm, Mark

260-463-3166 ext.

Dinn, Steve

317-392-1394 ext.

Forsness, Beth

574-936-2024 ext.

Frederick, Joy

812-232-0193 ext.

Gardner, Chris

574-223-3220 ext.

Gerlach, Sue

765-448-1805 ext.

Gettinger, Brenda

317-462-2283 ext.

Harrold, Julie

574-267-7445 ext.

Hensley, Melissa

765-647-2651 ext.

Hodges, Frank

812-723-3311 ext.

Hopping, Ray

812-926-2406 ext.

Johnson, Mike

812-256-2330 ext.

Leising, Dale

765-966-0191 ext.

3

3

3

3

113

101

3

108

119

108

101

108

13

Mason, Julie

765-342-5594 ext.

McCammon, Ted

765-668-8983 ext.

Norris, Jim

765-584-4505 ext.

Peas, Galil

765-659-1223 ext.

Reger, George

765-362-0405 ext.

Roll, Ed

812-752-2269 ext.

Roser, Terry

260-563-7486 ext.

Ryan, Don

812-254-4780 ext.

Seibert, Gary

812-385-5033 ext.

Shawhan, Mike

812-354-6120 ext.

Steeples, Amy

812-897-1710 ext.

Thomas, Mark

812-689-6410 ext.

Vondran, Cassandra
260-426-4637

Walker, Dale
812-829-2605

Watson, Bruce

812-384-4634 ext.

Wise, Rob

812-268-5157 ext.

Woody, Jim

317-745-2555 ext.

Wurm, Brian

260-724-4124 ext.

3

118

108

112

101

107

101

132

3

106

3



DNR, Division of Soil Conservation
Stormwater Specialists’ Areas

LAGRANGE

MEOIBLE

WHITLEY ALLEN

Dave Lefforge
219-824-3284
Chuck Westfall HUNTING- WELLS.  ACAMS
219-583-5962 1
WARFEN

e e
- R&ENDL FH
I.'l"_‘l'\llT
Do uq Wnli

E

R

T TE5-362-0405

N HAKCOCK

; ﬁ H w |

h EHELDY FOVETTE] Lk

JOHMBOH Phil Hoel

317-392-1394

EROAT BAATHOLD-
MEW

RFLEY | pEsmBORM
Sharon Hall HENFIRSSS
812-334-4318 o Mark Goldsmith
B12-273-2070 0T

JEFFERSOH
WS IS
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DNR, Division of Soil Conservation & Purdue Dept. of Agronomy
Conservation Program Specialists’ Areas

ET. JOSEPH ELEHART

Gene Matzat

ROSCIUSKD

Harold Daremire
TES-404-8388

HAMILTON

ECCNE
Kim Wininger
317-233-1485

HEMDFRICKE WARIIN HAWCOCK

[ |

Ed Heckman
TES-557-0401

SHELBY
WICAGAN JOH=E0M
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U.S.D.A. Natural Resources Conservation Service

POEEY

Assistant State Conservationists’ Areas

Northeast (2)
Kimberly Meumann

219-665-3211

DEKALE

HLUNTING-
TOM
WELLS | ADamMs
BLACK- g
FORD
CLMNTON
DELANARE

FLITSA

MoAGAN  JOHKSON

CANEN

Southwest (3)
Bob Hummel
812-385-5033

SLILLIVAHN GREEME

[H s

Southeast (4)
Harold Thompson
317-290-3200

DAMESS WARTIN

GIBE0M

WA FFICE

WAMDER-
BLIFGH SPEMCER
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U.S.D.A. Natural Resources Conservation Service
Technical Teams’ Areas

ST KEGEPH ELEHART

STEUEEN

| Rensselaer

Lebanon

HARCICE
] RLEH

Greencastle SHELBY SR

Greensburg SRS

L]
EANTHOLC
MEW DECATUR
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MIPLEY
DEARBOFHN

ST ZEFLAND
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IASWCD
Indiana Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts, Inc.

Soil and Water Conservation Districts

a member of

IASWCD

Board of Directors
Executive Committes Board of Directors
Executive Director

13 Regional Directors

District Operations

Sherman Bryant, President

Education 1

April Ingle )
Exacutive Director Gena Weaver, V. Presidant
Matural Resources 317-692-7519 I
| .
Ray Chattin, Secretar

Legislative Theresa Kautsky y :

Adminisirative Assistant |
HT-692-T325 .

Ways and Means Jim Droege, Treasurer

|
Marketing Stave Graber, Past Prasident

» Each SWCD may choose to be adues paying member of the |ASWCD.
* |ASWCD isa not-for-profit organization
* IASWCD isnot agovernment agency.
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IASWCD
Indiana Assoc. of Soil & Water Conservation Districts, Inc.

Rivers & Lakes
Don Rekaweg
260-632-5347

LaSalle - Northwest
Larry Strole
219-275-3792

L. Joe Carroll
260-356-4526

BEMNTON
CARRCIL

TIFPECAKTE WA R L
WARREH GRANT mm L
CLMTORM
TIFTOM
Teays Valley
Wes Stockdale RANGELPH
T65-T98-2135 RARILTON
FOUNTAIN | ol i
GOMERY
WiEFHE
HARTOC
White Waters
Bruce Mohr

Covered Eridge
Gerald Rumyon
812-939-2879 PUEH

EHELBY FRAMHKLF
DECATUR
EHEENLE

T69-838-5033

FAYETTE

Glacier's Edge
Al Donaldson
512-958-4237

Hoosier Hills
Jeff Meinders

POEEY . ounpR. WARRICK
RIREH

Dravid Ellison ZE5G1
812-428-2558

EPENCER
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Unit 4: Clean Water Indiana (CWI) Program

e CWI isacomprehensive, state funded
program aimed at significantly improving
water quality by reducing soil erosion and
polluted stormwater runoff.

e Clean Water Indianais administered by the
@ under the
guidelines set by the State Soil Conservation
Board.

» CWI programsare carried out at thelocal level
by 92 soil and water conservation districts.

CWI Mission Statement

» To conserve and enhance our land, lakes, and
streams by reducing the amount of polluted
stormwater runoff that reaches Indiana’'s
water resources. Thiswill be accomplished by
strengthening local soil and water
conservation districts' ability to provide
technical, coordination, and financial
assistance to urban and rural landowners.

CWI Components

» TheClean Water Indiana(CWI) program,
created by the @ |ndiana General
Assembly, would provide districts and their
partners with additional resources to identify
and solve many water quality concerns.

* The ®is
responsible for the establishment of policies
and program structure for all aspects of the
CWI program. The Indiana Department of
Natural Resources' Division of Soil
Conservation will @the CWI
program (IC 14-32-8-4 & 6).

e TheCWI fund isdivided into two
components: (1) State Match for Local
Conservation Initiatives and (2) Urban and
Rural Conservation on the Land.

Unit 4 answers on page 24

$25,000,000
%20,000,000
$15,000,000
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2002 State Funding to Districts

Indiana (IM}: $1,170,826; Wisconsin (W15: $4,350,000; Michigan
(M1} $5,300,000; Minnesata (MMN): $8,085,941; lowa (14):
520,000,000
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Component One

State Match for Local
Conservation Initiatives

In 2002, | ndiana countiesinvested more than $4
million in districts compared to the state’s investment
of $1.17 million. Compared to four neighboring
Midwestern states, the State of Indiana provides the
least amount of funding to districts.

CWI fundswill be used to match local investmentsin
districts (I1C 14-32-8-8). CW/I fundswill match dollars
that adistrict receives from a county, township, city,
or town. The Stateis not obligated to match more
than ® of local funds for each district,
but may match beyond $10,000if CWI fundsare
available.




Component Two

Urban and Rural Conservation
on the Land

There simply is not enough conservation cost-
share and grant money available from current
state or federal programsto fulfill the need for
assistance to Indiana’s urban and rural
landowners. In 1999, public demand exceeded
available federal and state conservation cost-
shareand grant dollars by morethan $11 million.
Neither the demand nor the funds available have
changed significantly since that time.

CWI funds will be used for a ©®
cost-share and grant program.

The CWI grant program will provide fundsfor
eligible projects and applicants, to the extent
fundingisavailable. Grant eigibility will be
determined by CWI statute |C 14-32-8-7 (1), (2),
(5), & (6) and SSCB policy.

The CWI cost-share program (1C 14-32-8-7 (4))
will be administered in cooperation with districts.
Each district will work with local landownersto
prioritize the practices that are submitted to the
CWI program for payment, similar to current

division ™ programs. The CWI cost-
share program focuses on practices such as
®, © management,

and innovative urban conservation practices.

CWI will also providefundsto the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service to accelerate the
completion of the computer (digital) versions of

49 for Indiana(IC 14-32-8-7 (3)).
The CWI funds may be added to the federal dollars
currently invested in digitizing.

+8,000,000
£7,000,000
$6,000,000
$5,000,000
54,000,000

$3,000,000

2,000,000

$1,000,000 I I
Wi MI MM IA

2002 Cost-Share Funds

IN

Indiana {IN): $250,826; Wisconsin (WI): data not available at time
of printing; Michigan {MI): $1,500,000; Minnesota {MN):
$1LE70,719; Towa (1A): $7.800,000

Ve N\
Notes

L J
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Unit 5: Funding Basics for Districts

Introduction

e Thisunit will help you understand the basics of
funding for districts.

County Funding

» Supports district operations and employee costs.

» SWCD budget submitted to the county auditor by

W,

» Requires good planning, programs worth funding,

good relationships with county council and
commissioners, and supervisor support.

State Fund Distributions

¢ Currently, the DSC provides @
annually to each SWCD for the enhancement and
improvement of SWCD programs.

» Additional funds maybe provided to districts as
the DSC appropriation permits.

e The funds are provided by the

IDNR Division of Soil Conservation.

» The funds may be used for @,
®, sail and water
conservation ® programs,
™, and cost-share among other items.

» Additionaly, the General Assembly provided CWI

fundstotaling $1,000,000. Thefundswere
distributed through the DNR Division of Soil
Conservation to districts and partially matched
funding received from districts' counties,
townships, and/or communities.

* |ASWCD iscurrently seeking alternative funding
sourcesfor CWI for 2003.

Grants

» Federa and state ® are often
availablefrom the Environmental Protection
Agency through the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management.

» Often used to conduct special studies or set up
conservation demonstrations, etc.

» Privatefoundation grants are available from
NUMErous SOUrces.

Unit 5 answers on page 24

® and distributed through the

Grantsrequire administration. Be sure your staff
hasthetime, inclination, and skill.

District Sales & Equipment Rentals

Many districts sell conservation-related products
and lease no-till drills, tree planters, strawblowers,
€tc...

Provides a service and often helps landusers try
out new conservation practices.

Generates support monies for district programs.

Private Donations

Funds are often donated to districts to support
conservation programs.

© may be in the form of money,
service, property, equipment, or supplies.

Donations to government entities are

(19 as charitable
contributions as provided for in section
170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Any donations received by SWCDs must be
utilizedin accordance with the District Act (IC 14-
32) Chapter 5, Powersand Duties of Districts, and
the policies of the State Soil Conservation Board.

All Monies Considered Public Funds

(D are political subdivisions of state
government, therefore all moniesreceived fromall
sources are considered 12,

All expenditures must be supported by an ap-
proved, signed claim voucher.

All funds received by the district must be properly
documented with a a9,

SWCDs are accountable to the public for al funds
received and dispersed.

SWCDs are subject to audits by the

(14),




Unit 6: The Assessment of Local Conservation Needs

¢ The need for local @ in natural
resources management was one of the most
important factors leading to the establishment of
conservation districts more than 60 years ago.

» Over theyears, federd, state, and local

governments have channeled assistance through Annual Plan of Work & Long Range Planning
conservation districts to address virtually every
aspect of natural resources conservation. SWED Busnass Pl
* An assessment of local conservation needs Stopn 1o
creates new opportunities, but also poses Succensid
significant challenges to Indiana SWCDs to step Prograems
in as conservation @ in their
communities. o
» SWCDs need to be leaders by bringing together
other conservation agencies and groups, taking
the lead in planning, and carrying out all
conservation programs at the ® level.
» The conservation needs assessment process Evaiusle focomplshments
should be @ driven rather than i

program driven.

Do and Ingdamant an

» The assessment of local conservation needs Aian Pler
should be used to guide and coordinate all federal, -
. d\!ﬂhl:.' —rﬂ-ﬂ'ﬂl‘l"!--\b Hesoumss
state, and local conservation efforts. to Soke Loosd Neads

* The continuous process involves a sequence of rr———
steps to involve the entire community in both Diectirint Conditions
planning and implementation. —

Creterming Malural Resouwcs

» Assessment of local conservation needs helps Condtions & Hesds
determine the SWCD'’srole, authority, and
responsibility. e

» Many SWCDsare aready doing agreat jobin
determining local conservation needs. However, if
the SWCD has not participated in aprocess like
this before, consider using the steps listed.
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Workbook Answers for Units 4-6

Unit 4: Clean Water Indiana (CWI) Program

@
@
©)
@
©
©
™
®
©
(10)

Unit5:
@
@
(€)
@
6)
©)
U]
®
©
(10)
(1)
(12)
13
(14

Division of Soil Conservation
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$10,000

statewide
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Funding Basics for Districts
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tax deductible
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Test Your Soil & Water Conservation District Knowledge

1 Theresponsibilities of SWCDs are found
inthefederal law establishing the NRCS.

2. The genera laws of the state pertaining to
public officials do not apply to soil and
water conservation district supervisors.

3. An SWCD can enter into an agreement
with any federal, state, county, or local
agency for assistance.

4. The operation of aSWCD is managed or
directed by the district conservationist.

5. Thepresent SWCD Law isflexible
enough to allow districts to assist in
natural resource management in urban
areas.

6. Erosionand off-site sedimentation from
non-ag areas (unprotected industrial and
home building sites) can cause as much
damage as erosion from agricultural lands.

7. The State Soil Conservation Board
(SSCB) hasthe responsihility to keep
supervisors informed and to see that the
Soil and Water Conservation Act (1C 14-
32) isfollowed.

8. The SSCB setspolicy for the SWCDs.

9. The delegates at the IASWCD annual
business meeting el ect the members of
the State Soil Conservation Board.

10. The SWCD long-range planisakey
working tool and needs to be reviewed
annually by the SWCD supervisors.

11. District Associates may be assigned
power and responsibilities by the SWCD,
but may not sign claims, make motions,
second motions, or vote on official
business of the district.

12. The SSCB provides guidanceregarding
administrative operations of SWCDs.

13. A district should involve district
associates on committees, programs, the
development of annual business plans,
and long-range plans of work, annual
reports, and other district activities.
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14. The Natural Resource Conservation
Service district conservationist can make
motions and vote regarding district
business.

15. Clean Water Indianaisafederally funded
program to reduce soil erosion, off-site
sedimentation damage, and improve or
protect water quality.

16. An SWCD’sannual plan of work
contains plans for district activities and
should be coordinated with the Purdue
Cooperative Extension Service, NRCS,
IDNR, and other agricultural and urban
entitieswithin the district.

17. Thereguirementsfor being adistrict
associate are outlined in the SWCD Act
(IC14-32).

18. The Soil and Water Conservation Act, IC
14-32, providesfor the organi zation of
districts under the guidance of the State
Soil Conservation Board.

19. A working agreement with the Purdue
CES and each SWCD has been signed
establishing a procedure for securing
educational assistance in conservation.

20. The SSCB consists of ninemembers.
Four of the members shall be free holders
with interestsin farming. Two members
shall beindividualswith non-farming
interest. The remaining three members
shall be ex-officio membersasfollows:

1) director of IDNR, 2) Commissioner of
Agriculture, and 3) director of the Purdue
Cooperative Extension Service.

21. Soil and Weter Conservation District
supervisors do not have authority to
incur indebtedness beyond available
funds.

22. Itistheresponsibility of the NRCS
district conservationists to hire and
provide supervision for district
employees.



23. A SWCD isagovernmental subdivision
of the state.

24. Elected supervisors must be of voting
age, own or lease morethan 10 acresin
the district, maintain residencein the
county, and be capable of performing the
duties of a supervisors.

25. SWCDsmust follow the“ Open Door”
law.

26. SWCD supervisors are responsible for
employing, evaluating, recognizing good
work, developing work improvement
plans, and discharging problem SWCD
employees.

27. Themajor responsibility of NRCSisto
provide technical assistance to landusers
through the local soil and water
conservation districts.

28. TheIDNR DSC’'smajor roleisto assist
the 92 SWCDsinfulfillingtheir legal
mandate to protect the state’s land and
water resources.

29. SWCDs have the authority to levy taxes.

30. SWCDs havethe power of eminent
domain.

31. Supervisors may be compensated a
salary per-diem for any part of aday they
areengaged in official district business.

32. Much of the Division of Soail
Conservation’s educational, technical,
and financial assistance to landusersis
provided through SWCDs.

33. Themembers of the“ Conservation
Partnership” include DNR (DSC and
SSCB), Purdue CES, USDA NRCS, and
SWCDs.

34. Soil and Water Conservation Districts
have the responsibility to evaluate Rule 5
plans.

35. SWCDswill be bypassed with
opportunities to influence the total
conservation processif they remain
purely agricultural in nature and thinking.

36.The SWCD and NRCShave a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOA)
regarding their working rel ationships.

37.You, as SWCD supervisors, are
responsible for the appointment, transfer,
and promotion of NRCS personnel.

38.Division of Soil Conservation and NRCS
employees may serve as SWCD
supervisors.

39.The Extension Educator should have a
standing invitation to all SWCD board
meetings.

40.Division of Soil Conservation and NRCS
personnel are responsible for SWCD
records.

41. The SWCD chair hasthe major
responsibility of appointing district
committees and assigning
responsibilities.

42.A SWCD’sannual plan of work isastep-
by-step procedure for state and federal
agenciesto follow in their day-to-day job.

43. A SWCD supervisor should preside over
the program at the annual or other official
district meetings.

Quiz Answers: (DF,QF, R T,@FG)T.O®)T,(DT, (T, (9F 10T, A)T;(12)T; (13)T; (14)F; (15) F;
(BT, ANFA8 T, (19T, ()T, 2D T, (2R F () T, (2 T, () T, (26) T, (27 T, (28) T; (29 F; (0) F; (3D T;
BT, (BT, (BT, (3B)T;(36) T, (37)F, (3B) F; (39 T, (40) F; (41) T; (42) F; (43) T.
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AFO
ACS

AMA
APHIS
BIF
BMP
CAFO
CED
CED
CES
CNMP
COE
CPS

CREP

CRP
CSP
CTIC

CWiI

DSC
DOT
EQIP
ECP
El
EPA
EWP
FAC

Acronyms Anonymous

Animal Feeding Operation

Agricultural Conservation Specialist (IDNR/
DO)

Agricultural Management Assistance
Animal Plant Health Inspection Service
Build Indiana Funds

Best Management Practice

Confined Animal Feeding Operations
County Extension Director (Extension)
County Executive Director (FSA)
Cooperative Extension Service (Purdue)
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan
Corpsof Engineers, USArmy

Conservation Program Specidist IDNR/DSC
and Purdue Agronomy)

Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program

Conservation Reserve Program
Conservation Security Program

Conservation Technology Information
Center

Clean Water Indiana

District Conservationist (NRCS)

Division of Soil Conservation (IDNR)
Department of Transportation
Environmental Quality Incentive Program
Emergency Conservation Protection
Erodibility Index

Environmental Protection Agency
Emergency Watershed Program

Food and Agriculture Council or Field
Advisory Committee
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FFA Future Farmersof America
FIP Forestry Incentives Program
FO Field Office
FPP Farmland Protection Program
FOTG Field Office Technical Guide
FSA  FarmServiceAgency, USDA
GLCI  Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative
GRP Grasslands Reserve Program
IAC Indiana Administration Code
IASWCD
Indiana Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts, |ncorporated
IC Indiana Code
IDEA  IndianaDistrict Employee Association
IDEM  IndianaDepartment of Environmental
Management
IDNR  IndianaDepartment of Natural Resources,
including Divisions:
Entomology
Fishand Wildlife
Forestry
Historic Preservation
Law Enforcement
Museums and Historic Sites
Nature Preserves
Oil and Gas
Outdoor Recreation
State Parks & Reservoirs
Public Information and Education
Reclamation
Soil Conservation
Water
ILICA  IndianalLand ImprovementContractors of
America
IHLA  IndianaHardwood Lumberman’sAssociation
IFWOA Indiana Forest and Woodland Owners
Association
LARE Lakeand River Enhancement



LMCP

MLRA
MMP
MOA
MOU
NACD

NASCA

NASDA

NMP
NPS
NRCS

NREC
NRI
PERF
PMC
PRMS
RAMP
RC&D
RD
RS
RUSLE
sC
scT
SSCB
SWCD
SWCS
SWQ
SWRP

LakeMichigan Coastal Program

Magjor Land Resource Area
Manure Management Plan
Memorandum of Agreement
Memorandum of Understanding

National Association of Conservation
Districts

National Association of State Conservation
Agencies

National Association of State Departments
of Agriculture

Nutrient Management Plan
Nonpoint Source

Natural Resources Conservation Service,
USDA

Natural Resources Education Center
National Resource Inventory

Public Employees’ Retirement Fund

Plant Materials Center

Performance Review Management System
Rural Abandoned Mine Program
Resource Conservation and Development
Rural Development

Resource Specidist IDNR/DSC)

Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation
Soil Conservationist (NRCS)

Soil Conservation Technician (NRCS)
State Soil Conservation Board

Soil and Water Conservation District

Soil and Water Conservation Soci ety

Soil and Water Quality

Small Watershed Rehabilitation Program
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SWS  Stormwater Specidist (IDNR/DSC)

TSP Technical ServicesProvider

USDA  United States Department of Agriculture
USFS  United States Forest Service

USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service

USGS United States Geological Survey

USLE  Universal Soil LossEquation

WASCOB
Water & Sediment Control Basin

WCP  Water Conservation Program

WHIP  Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program

WLTP  Watershed Land Treatment Project

WQIG  Water Quality Improvement Grant
WQIP  Water Quality Improvement Plan

WRP  Wetland Reserve Program



SWCD Support Agencies and Groups

State

* Department of Hedlth
* IndianaDepartment of Environmental

Management

* IndianaDepartment of Natural Resources,

includingtheDivisonsof:

* Entomology

* Fishand Wildlife

* Forestry

* Historic Preservation

* Law Enforcement

* Museumsand Historic Sites
* Nature Preserves

* Oil and Gas

» Outdoor Recreation

* State Parks and Reservoirs
* Public Information and Education
* Reclamation

* Soil Conservation

» Water

Purdue University

* Agronomy

* Agricultura Economics

* Agriculturd Engineering

* Anima and Veterinary Sciences

* Botany and Plant Pathology

» Cooperative Extension Service

* Forestry

* Horticulture

* National Soil Erosion Laboratory
(USDA-ARS)
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Federal

* Agricultural Research Service

* Army Corpsof Engineers

* Cooperative Extension Service

* Department of Defense

* Department of Interior

* Environmenta ProtectionAgency

 Farm ServiceAgency

* Fishand Wildlife Service

* Forest Service

* Natural Resources Conservation Service



Definitions Applicable to IC 14-32

Board means the state soil conservation board established in IC 14-32-2-1.
Department means the state department of natural resources.
Director means the director of the department of natural resources.

District means a soil and water conservation district that was (1) organized under 1C 13-3-1
(beforeitsrepeal) or 1C 14-32-3 (beforeitsrepeal) or (2) reestablished under 1C 14-32-6.5to
incor porate additional territory.

Due notice mans a notice given through publication at least two (2) times, with an interval
of at least six (6) days between the two (2) publication dates, in a newspaper or other
publication of general circulation within the appropriate area.

Geology has the meaning set forth in 1C 14-32-7-2.
Land conservation has the meaning set forth in 1C 14-32-7-3.
Landfill has the meaning set forth in IC 14-32-5-4.

Land occupier or occupier of land means a firm, an individual of voting age, a limited
liability company, or a corporation that (1) owns (a) a life estate or (b) an interest greater
than alifeestatein or (2) isinlegal possession, under an express or implied rental lease, of a
tract of land that islocated within a district as defined in I1C 14-8-2-72(2) or proposed for
inclusion within a district under 1C 14-32-6-5.

Landscape has the meaning set forth in IC 14-32-7-8.
Landscape survey has the meaning set forth in 1C 14-32-7-8.
Open door law has the meaning set forth in IC 5-14-1.5-2
Public funds has the meaning set forth in 1C 5-13-4-20
River has the meaning set forth in 1C 14-32-7-12.

Soil has the meaning set forth in 1C 14-32-7-5.

Soil survey has the meaning set forth in IC 14-32-7-8.5.

Supervisor refersto one of the members of the governing body of a soil and water
conservation district.

United States means (1) the United Sates or (2) the Natural Resources Conservation Service
of the United Sates Department of Agriculture or (3) any other agency or instrumentality,
corporate or otherwise, of the United Sates.

Urban geology survey has the meaning set forth in IC 14-32-7-7.
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Indiana Code - Article 32 Soil and Water Conservation (I1C 14-32)

ARTICLE 32. SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

IC 14-32-1
Chapter 1. LegidativePolicy

|C 14-32-1-1
Conservation declar ations

Sec. 1. Thefollowing are declared as amatter of legislative determination:

(1) That the land and water resources of Indiana are among the basic assets of Indiana and that the proper
management of these resources is necessary to protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare
of the people of Indiana.

(2) That improper land use practices and failure to control and use rainfall and runoff water cause and
contribute to deterioration and waste of these resources of Indiana.

(3) That the breaking of natural grass, plant, and forest cover hasinterfered with the natural factors of soil
stabilization, causing loosening of soil and exhaustion of humus and developing a soil condition that favors
excessive runoff and erosion, with the following results:

(A) Thetopsail is being blown and washed out of the fields and pastures.

(B) There has been an accel erated washing of sloping fields.
(C) These processes of erosion by wind and water speed up with removal of the topsoil, exposing
the less absorptive, less protective, less productive, and more erosive subsoil.

(4) That valuable water resources are being lost causing damages in watersheds.

(5) That failure by aland occupier to properly manage the soil and water causes a washing and blowing of
these resources onto other land and makes the conservation of these resources on the other land more
difficult.

(6) That the consequences of soil erosion and failure to control and use rainfall and runoff water are the
following:
(A) The silting and sedimentation of stream channels, reservoirs, dams, ditches, and harbors.

(B) Thelossof fertile soil material.
(C) The piling up of soil onlower slopes and the deposit over alluvia plains.

(D) The reduction in productivity or outright ruin of bottom land by flooding and overwash of poor
subsoil material, sand, and gravel swept out of the hills.

(E) The deterioration of soil and the soil’sfertility, deterioration of crops grown, and reductionin
cropyields.

(F) Theloss of soil and water that causes destruction of food and cover for wildlife.

(G) A blowing and washing of soil into streams and lakes that silts over spawning beds and
destroys water plants, diminishing the food supply of fish.

(H) A diminishing of the underground water reserve and loss of surplusrainfall runoff causing
water shortages, intensifying periods of drought, and causing crop failures.
(1) Anincrease in the speed and volume of rainfall runoff, causing severe and increasing floods.
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(J) Economic hardship for those attempting to farm land that is eroded or subject to frequent
flooding.

(K) Damageto roads, highways, railways, farm buildings, and other property from floods and from
dust storms.

(L) Lossesin navigation, hydroel ectric power, municipal water supply, recreational water
development, irrigation devel opments, farming, and grazing.

(7) That to conserve soil and water resources, control and prevent soil erosion, reduce flood damage, and
further the conservation development, use, and disposal of water, it is necessary that:
(A) land use practices contributing to soil and water wastage and soil erosion be discouraged and
discontinued; and

(B) appropriate soil and water conserving land use practices and works of improvement for flood
prevention or the conservation development, use, and disposal of water be adopted and carried
out.

(8) That among the procedures necessary for widespread adoption are the following:
(A) Carrying on of engineering operations such as the construction of flood preventing reservoirs
and channels, terraces, terrace outlets, check dams, dikes, ponds, ditches, and similar operations.

(B) The use of sail protecting agronomic practices such as strip cropping, contour cropping, and
conservation tillage.

(C) Landirrigation.

(D) Seeding and planting of sloping, abandoned, or eroded land to water-conserving and erosion-
preventing plants, trees, and grasses.

(E) Forestation and reforestation.
(F) Rotation of crops.
(G) Sail stabilization with trees, grasses, legumes, and other thick-growing, soil-holding crops.

(H) Retardation of runoff by impounding the runoff water behind structures, by increasing the
absorption of rainfall, and by retiring from cultivation all steep, highly erosive areas and areas
already badly eroded.

As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.7.

IC 14-32-1-2

Conservation policies
Sec. 2. In light of the determination set forth in section 1 of this chapter, it isthe policy of the general assembly to
provide for the proper management of soil and water resources, the control and prevention of soil erosion, the

prevention of flood water and sediment damage, and the conservation development, use, and disposal of water in
the watersheds of Indianato accomplish the following:

(1) Conservethe natural resources, including wildlife.

(2) Control floods.

(3) Preventimpairment of damsand reservoirs.

(4) Assist in maintaining the navigability of riversand harbors.
(5) Protect the water quality of lakes and streams.

(6) Protect thetax base.

(7) Protect public land.

(8) Protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of Indiana.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.8.
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|C 14-32-2
Chapter 2. Soil Conservation Boar d

|C 14-32-2-1
Establishment

Sec. 1. The soil conservation board is established within the department.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-2-2
Members

Sec. 2. Theboard consists of the following nine (9) members:
(2) Four (4) members who must be land occupiers with farming interests, appointed by the governor.

(2) Two (2) memberswho must be land occupiers with nonfarming interests, appointed by the governor.
(3) Three(3) ex officio membersasfollows:

(A) Thedirector or the director’s designee.

(B) The commissioner of agriculture or the commissioner’sdesignee.

(C) Thedirector of the Purdue University cooperative extension service or the director’s designee.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.9.

|C 14-32-2-3
Qualificationsof members

Sec. 3.
(a) A majority of the six (6) appointed members of the board must have experience as district supervisors.

(b) In making appointments to the board, the governor may invite and consider the recommendations of the
following:
(1) The Purdue University cooperative extension service.

(2) The department.
(3) The IndianaAssociation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts.

(c) All appointmentsto the board shall be made without regard to political affiliation.

(d) The members appointed to the board under section 2(1) and 2(2) of this chapter must be residents of at least
four (4) different geographic regions of Indiana.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.10.

|C 14-32-2-4
Termsfor members
Sec. 4.
(8) Theterm of an appointed member of the board isfour (4) years. An appointed member shall serve until a

successor is appointed and has qualified. The terms shall be staggered so that three (3) members are appointed
every two (2) years.

(b) Theterms of the three (3) ex officio members of the board are coterminous with the governor’sterm of office.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.11.
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IC 14-32-2-5
Travel expensesand per diem salary
Sec. 5. The appointed members of the board are entitled to the following:

(1) Reimbursement for travel, lodging, meals, and other expenses as provided in the state travel policiesand
procedures established by the Indiana department of administration and approved by the budget agency.

(2) Theminimum salary per diem as provided in 1C 4-10-11-2.1(b) for each day that the members are engaged
in the official business of the board.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-2-6

Repealed

(Repealed by P.L.136-1997, SEC.43.)

|C 14-32-2-7

Appointment of advisory members
Sec. 7. The governor may appoint advisory members from other state and federal agencies upon the
recommendation of the board.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-2-8

Election of chairman of theboard

Sec. 8.
(a) The members of the board shall elect amember asthe chairman of the board.

(b) The director of the division of soil conservation isthe secretary of the board.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.12.

|C 14-32-2-9
Quorum

Sec. 9. A mgjority of the members of the board constitutes aquorum. The concurrence of amajority of the members
isrequired for the board to take any action.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-2-10
Delegation of power sand duties

Sec. 10. The board may delegate the powers and duties that the board considers proper to:
(2) the chairman of the board,;

(2) any of the members of the board; or

(3) the division of soil conservation.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.



|C 14-32-2-11
Attorney general providing legal services

Sec. 11.
(a) The board may call upon the attorney general for the legal services that the board requires.

(b) For the purpose of carrying out any of the board’s functions, the supervising officers of a state agency or of a
state educational institution shall, upon request of the board, do the following:
(1) Assign or detail to the board any personnel of the agency or educational institution, taking into account
available appropriations and the needs of the entity to which the request is directed.
(2) Make the special reports, surveys, or studies that the board requests.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.13.

|C 14-32-2-12
Dutiesof board

Sec. 12. The board shall do thefollowing:
(2) Providefor the execution of surety bonds for all board employees and officers who are entrusted with
money or property.

(2) Providefor the keeping of afull and accurate record of all board proceedings and of al resolutions and
rules the board issues or adopts. The accounts of receipts and disbursements are subject to examination by
the state board of accounts.

(3) Offer appropriate assistance to the supervisors of soil and water conservation districts to carry out
district powers and programs.

(4) Keep the supervisors of districtsinformed of the activities and experience of all other districtsand
facilitate cooperation and an interchange of advice and experience among districts.

(5) Coordinate the programs of the districts as far as this may be done by advice and consultation.

(6) Secure the cooperation and assistance of the United States and state agencies in the work of the
districts. However, this subdivision does not authorize either of the following:
(A) Thetransfer or control of authority over districtsto afederal agency.

(B) Thetransfer of title of land or control to the United States.

(7) Disseminate information throughout Indiana concerning the activities and programs of the districts and
encourage the formation of districtsin areas where organization is desirable.

(8) Coordinatethe erosion and sediment part of 33 U.S.C. 1288 (Public Law 92-500, Section 208) and other
erosion and sediment reduction programs that affect water quality, in cooperation with state and federal
agencies and through districts as provided under |C 14-32-5-1.

(9) Develop a statewide regulatory program to be initiated after all reasonable voluntary approachesto
erosion and sediment reduction have been exhausted.

(10) Adopt rulesunder |C 4-22-2 to implement thisarticle.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.14.

IC 14-32-2-13
Publichearings

Sec. 13. The board may perform the acts and hold the public hearings that are necessary for the execution of the board’s
functions under this article.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.
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|C 14-32-3
Chapter 3. Repealed
(Repealed by P.L.136-1997, SEC.43.)

|C 14-32-4
Chapter 4. Supervisors

|C 14-32-4-1
Number and qualifications
Sec. 1.

(a) The governing body of adistrict consists of five (5) supervisors as follows:
(2) Two (2) who are appointed.

(2) Three(3) who are elected.
(b) To hold the position of elected supervisor, anindividual:

(1) must be an occupier of atract of land that is:
(A) more than ten (10) acresin area; and

(B) located withinthedistrict;
(2) must maintain theindividual’s permanent residence within the district; and
(3) must be qualified by training and experience to perform the duties that this article imposes on
supervisors.
(c) To hold the position of appointed supervisor, an individual:
(1) must be of voting age;
(2) must maintain theindividual’s permanent residence within the district; and

(3) must be qualified by training and experience to perform the duties that this article imposes on
supervisors.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.15.

|C 14-32-4-2

Repealed

(Repealed by P.L.136-1997, SEC.43.)
|C 14-32-4-3

Repealed

(Repealed by P.L.136-1997, SEC.43.)
|C 14-32-4-4

Repealed

(Repealed by P.L.136-1997, SEC.43.)
| C 14-32-4-5

Repealed
(Repealed by P.L.136-1997, SEC.43.)
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|C 14-32-4-6
Annual meeting

Sec. 6.
(a) During thefirst quarter of each calendar year, each district shall hold an annual meeting of all land occupiersin
the district. The meeting shall be held on a date designated by the supervisors. The supervisors shall give due
notice of the time and place of the meeting.
(b) At the meeting:
(2) the supervisors shall make afull and an accurate report of the activities and financial affairs of the district
since the previous annual meeting; and

(2) an election shall be conducted by secret ballot of the land occupiers present of one (1) supervisor who
has athree (3) year term of office beginning on the date of the meeting.

(c) The supervisors shall provide a copy of the annual report presented at the meeting to the board and, upon
request, to:
(1) other cooperating agencies;

(2) residents of the district; and
(3) any other individual or entity that requests a copy of the annual report.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.16.
|C 14-32-4-7
Election committee; composition and annual meeting
Sec. 7.

(a) The election held at the annual meeting of land occupiers shall be conducted by an el ection committee
appointed under this section.

(b) In October, thedistrict chairman shall do thefollowing:
(1) Appoint an election committee made up of asupervisor as chairman and two (2) interested citizens.
(2) Submit the names of the committee membersto the board by November 1.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.17.
|C 14-32-4-8
Election committeeduties
Sec. 8.
(a) The election committee appointed under section 7 of this chapter shall do the following:

(1) Select qualified individuals as prospective nomineesto fill any vacanciesthat exist among the elected
supervisors of the district.

(2) Contact and ascertain the willingness and ability of each individual to serveif elected.

(3) Submit thelist of nomineeswith the qualificationsfor certification and printing of asample ballot to the
board by December 1.

(4) Place the names of the prospective nominees selected under subdivisions (1) and (2) in nomination at the
meeting and provide an opportunity for additional nominationsto be made from the floor.

(5) After nominations are closed, distribute aballot to each land occupier present at the meeting.

(6) Collect and count the ballots after each land occupier present at the meeting has had an opportunity to
vote.

(7) Report the results of the election to the chairman.
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(b) The number of prospective nominees selected under subsection (a) (1) must exceed the number of vacancies
that exist among the el ected supervisors of the district by at least one (1).
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.18.

|C 14-32-4-9
Election results

Sec. 9.

(a) If atievote occursin an election held at an annual meeting under this chapter, voting shall continue until the
tieisbroken.

(b) Theindividual receiving the highest number of votesis elected a supervisor for the three (3) year term. If there
isalso avacancy tofill an unexpired term of an elected supervisor, the individual receiving the second highest
number of votesiselected to fill the unexpired term.

(c) The chairman shall announce the individual s who have been elected and report the el ection results to the
board.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.19.

|C 14-32-4-10
Appointed supervisor; term; filling position upon expiration of term

Sec. 10.
(8) The term of an appointed supervisor isthree (3) years.

(b) Before the term of an appointed supervisor expires, the supervisor’s position shall befilled asfollows:
(1) Not later than November 1, the district supervisors shall recommend to the board in writing one (1) or
moreindividualsqualified tofill the position.

(2) At thefirst board meeting held after the board receives arecommendation under subdivision (1), the
board shall act upon the recommendation.

(3) The board shall notify the supervisors of the appointment made by the board.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.20.
IC 14-32-4-11
Oath of office
Sec. 11. Newly elected and appointed supervisors shall assume the duties of office upon signing an oath of office

at the conclusion of the annual meeting of the district.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.21.

|C 14-32-4-12
Successor to supervisor

Sec. 12. A supervisor holds office until the supervisor’s successor has been elected or appointed and qualified.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-4-13
Elected supervisor; vacancy

Sec. 13.

(a) If avacancy in the position of elected supervisor occurs during the district’s operating year:
(2) the district supervisors shall, within thirty (30) days after the vacancy occurs, recommend to the board in
writing one (1) or moreindividualsqualified tofill the position;
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(2) at thefirst board meeting held after the board receives arecommendation under subdivision (1), the
board shall act upon the recommendation and appoint an individual to temporarily fill the vacancy; and

(3) the board shall notify the supervisors of the appointment made by the board.

(b) Theindividual appointed to temporarily fill avacancy under subsection (a) shall serve until the district’s
next annual meeting.

(c) At theannual meeting immediately following the appointment of anindividual to temporarily fill avacant
elected supervisor’s position, the position shall be filled through the regular election procedure set forthin

sections 6 through 9 of this chapter.
As added by PL.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.22.

|C 14-32-4-13.5
Appointed supervisor; vacancy

Sec. 135.

(a) If avacancy in the position of appointed supervisor occurs during a district’s operating year:
(2) the district supervisors shall, within thirty (30) days after the vacancy occurs, recommend to the board in
writing one (1) or moreindividualsqualified tofill the position;

(2) at thefirst board meeting held after the board receives arecommendation under subdivision (1), the
board shall act upon the recommendation; and

(3) the board shall notify the supervisors of the appointment made by the board.

(b) The individual appointed to fill a vacant appointed supervisor position under subsection (&) shall serve the
unexpired term of theindividual’s predecessor.

(c) At the expiration of the term of a supervisor appointed under this section, the position of appointed supervisor
shall befilled through the regular appointment procedure set forth in section 10 of this chapter.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.23.

|C 14-32-4-14
Chairman

Sec. 14. The supervisors shall designate a chairman and may change the designation.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-4-15
Removal of supervisor

Sec. 15. The board may, upon notice and a hearing, remove a supervisor for neglect of duty or malfeasancein
office, but for no other reason.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-4-16
Quorum

Sec. 16. A magjority of the supervisors constitutes a quorum and the concurrence of amajority of the supervisorsis
required for the determination of any matter.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-4-17
Travel expensesand per diem salary

Sec. 17.
39



(a) A supervisor may be paid asalary per diem for any part of aday that the supervisor is engaged in the official
business of the district in any amount not to exceed the salary per diem that may be paid by the state under IC 4-
10-11-2.1(b).

(b) A supervisor may also receive for travel, lodging, meals, and other expenses any amount not to exceed the
amount a county employee of the county in which the supervisor resides is entitled to receive under the policies
and procedures established by the county.

(c) All amounts under this section shall be fixed by the supervisors of each district and paid from money of the
district.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-4-18
Per sonnd

Sec. 18.
(a) The supervisors of adistrict:
(1) may employ necessary personnel, subject to 1C 36-2-5-3 and | C 36-2-5-7; and

(2) shall determine the qualifications and duties of the personnel.
(b) In any district except adistrict containing a consolidated city, an employee of the district:

(2) isconsidered to be an employee of the county in which the employee works, except as provided in
subsection (c); and

(2) iseligiblefor and shall beincluded in all fringe benefit programs provided for employees of the county.
(c) An employee of adistrict whose position is funded entirely from sources outside the county in which the
employee works solely on the basis of the funding of the employee’s position is not considered an employee of

the county.
As added by PL.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.24.

| C 14-32-4-19
L egal counsel

Sec. 19.
(a) The supervisors and employees of adistrict are subject to 1C 34-13-3.

(b) The supervisors of adistrict may employ their own counsel and legal staff.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.25; P.L.1-1998, SEC.111.

| C 14-32-4-20
Delegation of powersand duties

Sec. 20. The supervisors may delegate the powers and duties that the supervisors consider proper to any of the
following:
(1) Thechairman.

(2) Any number of supervisors.

(3) Any number of agents or employees.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.
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IC 14-32-4-21
I nfor mation concerning supervisors' activities

Sec. 21. The supervisors of adistrict shall furnish to the board, upon request, copies of rules, contracts, forms,
and other information concerning the activities of the supervisors that the board requires in the performance of
duties under this article.

As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.26.

| C 14-32-4-22
Dutiesof supervisors

Sec. 22. The supervisors of adistrict shall do the following:
(1) Providefor the execution of surety bondsfor all district employees and officers who are entrusted with
money or property.

(2) Provide for the keeping of afull and accurate record of al district proceedings and of all district
resolutions and orders issued or adopted.

(3) Provide for an annual audit of the accounts of receipts and disbursements of the district.

(4) Provide a copy of each annual financial statement of the district to the board.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.27.

| C 14-32-4-23
Municipality or county designating r epr esentative

Sec. 23. The supervisors may invite the legislative body of amunicipality or county located near the territory
comprised within the district to designate a representative to advise and consult with the supervisors on all
guestions of program and policy that affect the property, water supply, or other interests of the municipality or
county.

As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.
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IC 14-32-5
Chapter 5. Powersand Dutiesof Districts

IC 14-32-5-1
General powers

Sec. 1.
(a) A district constitutes a governmental subdivision of the state and a public body corporate and politic
exercising public powers.

(b) A district may do thefollowing:
(1) Carry out soil erosion and water runoff preventive and control measures within the district, including
engineering operations, methods of cultivation, the growing of vegetation, changesin use of land, and the
measureslistedin |C 14-32-1-1(7) and | C 14-32-1-1(8), on thefollowing:
(A) Land owned or controlled by the state with the consent and cooperation of the agency
administering and having jurisdiction of the land.

(B) Any other land within the district upon obtaining the consent of the occupier of the land or the
necessary rights or interests in the land.

(2) Construct, improve, operate, and maintain the structures that are necessary or convenient for the
performance of any of the operations authorized in this article.

(3) Cooperate or enter into agreements with, and within the limits of appropriations made availableto the
district by law to furnish financial or other aid to, afederal, state, or other agency or an occupier of land
within the district in the carrying on of conservation operations within the district, subject to the conditions
that the supervisors consider necessary to advance the purpose of this article.

(4) Obtain options upon and acquire, by purchase, exchange, lease, gift, grant, bequest, devise, or
otherwise, real or personal property or rights or interestsin property.

(5) Maintain, administer, and improve property acquired, receive incomefrom the property, and expend the
incomein carrying out thisarticle.

(6) Sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of property or interestsin property in furtherance of thisarticle.
(7) Make available to land occupiers within the district, on terms that the district prescribes:
(A) agricultural and engineering machinery and equipment;
(B) fertilizer;
(C) seeds;
(D) seedlings,
(E) other material or equipment; and
(F) servicesfrom the district; that will assist in conserving the soil and water resources of the land
occupiers.

(8) Develop or participatein the devel opment of comprehensive plans for the proper management of soil and
water resources within the district that specify the acts, procedures, performances, and avoidances
necessary or desirable for the effectuation of the plans.

(9) Publish plans and information developed under subdivision (8) and bring the plans and information to
the attention of land occupiers within the district.
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(10) Take over, with the consent of the United States or the state, by purchase, lease, or otherwise, and
administer any soil and water conservation, erosion control, water quality protection, or flood prevention
project of the entity located within the district’s boundaries.

(11) Manage, as agent of the United States or the state, any soil and water conservation, erosion control,
water quality protection, flood prevention, or outdoor recreation project within the district’s boundaries.

(12) Act as agent for the United States or the state in connection with the acquisition, construction,
operation, or administration of any soil and water conservation, erosion control, water quality protection,
flood prevention, or outdoor recreation project within the district’s boundaries.

(13) Accept donations, gifts, and contributionsin money, services, materials, or otherwise from the United
States and use or expend the services, materials, or other contributions in carrying on the district’s
operations.

(14) Sue and be sued in the name of the district.
(15) Have perpetual succession unlessterminated as provided in this article.

(16) Make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary or convenient to the exercise of the
district’s powers.

(17) Adopt rules and regulations consistent with this article to carry into effect the purposes and powers of
thisarticle.

(18) Require an occupier of land not owned or controlled by the state, as a condition to extending benefits
under thisarticle to or the performance of work upon the land, to do either or both of the following:
(A) Make contributions in money, services, materials, or otherwise to an operation conferring
benefits.

(B) Enter into agreements or covenants concerning the use and treatment of the land that will tend
to:
(i) prevent or control soil erosion;

(i) achieve water conservation and water quality protection; and
(iii) reduceflooding;
on the land.

(19) Cooperate with the statein the following:
(A) Conducting surveys, investigations, and research relating to the character of soil erosion and
water losses and the preventive and control measures needed.

(B) Publishing the results of the surveys, investigations, or research.

(C) Disseminating information concerning the preventive and control measures.
(20) Cooperate with the state in conducting, within the district, soil and water conservation, erosion control,
water quality protection, and flood prevention demonstration projects:

(A) on land owned or controlled by the state with the agency administering and having jurisdiction
of the land; and

(B) on any other land upon obtaining the consent of the occupier of the land or the necessary
rights or interestsin the land.

(21) Serve asthe management agency for:
(A) the erosion and sediment part of 33 U.S.C. 1288 (P.L. 92-500, section 208); and

(B) other erosion and sediment reduction programs that affect water quality in each county.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.28.
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|C 14-32-5-2
I napplicableprovisons

Sec. 2. A provision concerning the acquisition, operation, or disposition of property by other public bodies does
not apply to a district unless the provision specifically states that the provision applies.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-5-3
Bids, proposals, or quotationssubmitted by atrust

Sec. 3.1f:
(1) adistrict disposes of real property or awards a contract for the procurement of property by acceptance of
bids, proposals, or quotations; and

(2) abid, proposal, or quotation is submitted by atrust (as defined in IC 30-4-1-1(a)); the bid, proposal, or
guotation submitted by the trust must identify each beneficiary of the trust and each settlor empowered to
revoke or modify thetrust.

As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.29.

|C 14-32-5-3.5
Certificateof or ganization; rebuttable presumption of establishment of district

Sec. 35.
(a) Inan action or proceeding that:
(2) relatesto; or

(2) involvesthe validity or enforcement of; a contract, proceeding, or action of adistrict, proof of the
issuance of a certificate of organization to the district by the secretary of state creates a rebuttable
presumption of the establishment of the district under thisarticleor IC 13-3-1 (beforeitsrepeal).

(b) A copy of acertificate of organization that was issued to adistrict and certified by the secretary of stateis:
(1) admissiblein evidencein an action or proceeding referred to in subsection (a); and

(2) proof of thefiling and contents of the certificate.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.30.

IC 14-32-5-4
"Landfill” defined; inspection
Sec. 4.

(a) Asused in this section, “landfill” means afacility where solid waste is to be disposed of through placement on
or beneath the surface of the ground. However, the term does not include any of the following:
(2) A land application operation regulated under 327 IAC 6.

(2) A surfaceimpoundment.
(3)Aninjectionwell.

(4) A facility for the disposal of solid waste other than sludge from amunicipal wastewater treatment plant
thatis:
(A) generated at the site of the facility; or

(B) generated by the owner or operator of the facility.
(5) An operation permitted under 1C 14-34.

(b) As used in this section, “underground injection” means the subsurface emplacement of fluids through:
(1) abored, drilled, or driven shaft; or
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(2) adug hole, the depth of which is greater than the hol€e's largest surface dimension.

(c) A district shall inspect every landfill located within the boundaries of the district for compliance with rules
adopted under IC 13-18 or 1C 13-19 concerning erosion and sediment control. Each landfill shall be inspected
under this section at least two (2) times each calendar year asfollows:

(2) One(1) timebefore July 1.

(2) One (1) timeafter June 30 and before December 31.
(d) Not later than ten (10) days after an inspection of alandfill under this section, the individual who conducted
the inspection on behalf of the district shall prepare awritten report on the results of the inspection and send the

report to thefollowing:
(1) The executive of the county.

(2) The commissioner of the department of environmental management.

(3) Thedirector of the division of soil conservation.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.31.

IC 14-32-5-5
Prohibited actions
Sec. 5. A district may not do any of thefollowing:
(1) Exercisetheright of eminent domain.
(2) Incur indebtedness beyond available money.
(3) Issue bonds.

(4) Take contributions by exactions or persuasions. However, the district may accept voluntary
contributions from any source if the following conditions are met:
(A) The donations are offered for the sole and exclusive purpose of promoting soil and water
conservation within the district.
(B) The district satisfactorily guarantees to the donors the faithful use of the donations for that
purpose.
(5) Engagein:
(A) the marketing of farm products; or
(B) the buying and selling of farm supplies; other than those products or supplies used or needed
directly or indirectly in soil and water conservation work.

(6) Engagein agricultural research or agricultural extension teaching except in cooperation with Purdue
University.

(7) Levy taxes.

(8) Make or levy benefit assessments or any other kind of assessments.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.32.

|C 14-32-5-6

Cooperation amongdistricts
Sec. 6. Districtsorganized under thisarticleor |C 13-3-1 (beforeitsrepeal) may cooperate with each other in
carrying on the work of the districts. However, this section does not permit the transfer of authority or powers

fromone (1) district to another.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.33.
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|C 14-32-5-7
Stateagenciesand gover nmental subdivisionscooperatingwith districts

Sec. 7.
(@An:
(1) agency of the state; or

(2) county or other governmental subdivision of the state; that has jurisdiction over or is charged with the
administration of publicly owned land lying within the boundaries of adistrict shall cooperate to the fullest
extent with the district to effect programs and operations undertaken by the district under this article.

(b) Thedistrict shall be given free access to enter and perform work upon the publicly owned land referred to in
subsection (a).
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.34.

|C 14-32-5-8
Appropriations

Sec. 8. Thefiscal body of each county that contains a district in whole or in part may appropriate money for the use of the
district serving the county from which the appropriation is to be made.

Asadded by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-6
Chapter 6. Repealed
(Repealed by P.L.136-1997, SEC.43.)
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IC 14-32-6.5
Chapter 6.5. ChangingtheBoundariesof aDistrict or Dissolving aDistrict

IC 14-32-6.5-1
Petitionsto changeboundariesor dissolvedistricts

Sec. 1.
(a) Land occupiers of adistrict may file apetition with the board requesting either of the following:
(1) That the boundaries of the district be changed to encompass territory described in the petition.

(2) That the district cease to operate and be dissolved.

(b) A petition filed under this section must be signed by at least twenty-five (25) land occupiers whose tracts of
land are located within the boundaries of the district referred to in the petition.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-2
Petition to changeboundaries; conditions

Sec. 2. Inthe case of a petition filed under section 1(a)(1) of this chapter to change the boundaries of adistrict, the
following conditions apply:
(1) Theterritory proposed for inclusion in the reconfigured district may consist of two (2) or more separate
tracts, and the tracts need not be contiguous.

(2) The petition must include a generally accurate description of the territory proposed for inclusion in the
reconfigured district, but the territory need not be defined by metes and bounds or by legal subdivisions.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-3
Petition to changeboundaries; requirementsof territory proposed for inclusion

Sec. 3.

@]If:
(1) apetition isfiled under section 1(a)(1) of this chapter to change the boundaries of adistrict; and
(2) the territory proposed for inclusion in the reconfigured district includes all or part of the territory of
one (1) or more existing districts; the petition must meet the requirement set forth in subsection (b),
subsection (c), or subsection (d).

(b) If theterritory proposed for inclusion includes only a portion of the existing district, a petition described in
subsection (a) must be signed by at least twenty-five (25) land occupiers whose tracts of land are located within
the territory, except as provided in subsection (d).

(c) If theterritory proposed for inclusion includes all or part of two (2) or more existing districts, the petition must
be signed by at least twenty-five (25) land occupiers whose tracts of land are located within the part of each
existing district that is proposed for inclusion, except as provided in subsection (d).

(d) If there are fewer than fifty (50) land occupiers whose tracts of land arelocated in:
(1) aterritory referred to in subsection (b); or
(2) apart of adistrict referred to in subsection (c); the petition must be signed by a majority of the land
occupiers whose tracts of land are located within the territory or part of adistrict.

(e) The signature requirements of this section are in addition to the signature requirement imposed by section 1(b)
of this chapter.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.
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IC 14-32-6.5-4
Petition to changeboundaries; joint resolution of districtsrequired

Sec. 4.

@1If:
(1) apetition isfiled under section 1(a)(1) of this chapter to change the boundaries of adistrict; and

(2) the territory proposed for inclusion in the reconfigured district includes al or part of the territory of
one (1) or more other existing districts; the petition must be accompanied by acopy of ajoint resolution
described in subsection (b).

(b) The resolution required by this section must be adopted by the supervisors and certified by the secretary of:
(1) the district into which the territory proposed for inclusion would be incorporated; and
(2) each district whose territory would beincorporated into the district referred to in subdivision (1).

(c) Theresolution required by this section must set forth:

(1) the amount of the assets and obligations that would be transferred to the district referred to in
subsection (b)(1) by each district referred to in subsection (b)(2) as part of the incorporation of territory; and

(2) the amount of the assets and obligations of the district referred to in subsection (b)(1) that would be
retained by the district after the incorporation of territory.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

IC 14-32-6.5-5
Petitionsto changeboundariesor dissolvedistricts; invalidity
Sec. 5. If apetition filed under section 1 of this chapter does not meet the requirements set forth in sections 1

through 4 of this chapter, the board shall:
(1) declarethepetitioninvalid;

(2) inwriting, inform the person who filed the petition that the petition isinvalid, specifying the reason or
reasons for the invalidity of the petition; and

(3) return the petition to the person who filed it for the incorporation of correctionsto remedy theinvalidity.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.
| C 14-32-6.5-6
Petitionsto changeboundariesor dissolvedistricts; hearing
Sec. 6.
(a) If apetition filed under section 1 of this chapter meets the requirements set forth in sections 1 through 4 of this
chapter, the board shall do the following:

(1) Not more than sixty (60) days after the filing of the petition, give due notice that a hearing will be held
concerning the petition.

(2) Pay all expenses arising from the issuance of the notice and the holding of the hearing.
(3) Conduct the hearing.
(b) The hearing held on the petition shall be open to the public. The following may testify at the hearing:
(2) A land occupier whose tract of land islocated within the district or territory referred to in the petition.
(2) Anindividual of voting age who resides within the district or territory referred to in the petition.
(c) Testimony may be presented at the hearing concerning:
(2) the desirability and necessity, in the interest of the public welfare, of granting the petition;
(2) thevalidity of:
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(A) the petition; and
(B) proceedings conducted on the petition under this chapter; and

(3) al questionsrelevant to the petition.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

IC 14-32-6.5-7
Petitionsto changeboundariesor dissolvedistricts, consider ations
Sec. 7.
(a) When considering a petition to change the boundaries of a district, the board shall consider and give due

weight to thefollowing:
(1) Theinformation presented at the hearing held under section 6 of this chapter.

(2) The attitudes toward the change in district boundaries expressed by land occupiers whose tracts of land
arelocated within the territory proposed for inclusion within the district.

(3) The desirability and necessity of including the territory within the district, including the benefits that the
land occupiers whose tracts of land are located within the territory may receive from theinclusion.

(4) Therelation of theterritory to:
(A) watersheds;

(B) agricultural regions; and

(C) other districts.
(5) The physical, geographical, and economic factors that are relevant, having regard to the legislative
determination set forthin1C 14-32-1.

(b) When considering a petition to dissolve a district, the board shall consider and give due weight to the
following:
(1) Theinformation presented at the hearing held under section 6 of this chapter.

(2) The attitudes toward dissolution of the district expressed by land occupiers whose tracts of land are
located within the district.

(3) The approximate wealth and income of the residents of the district.
(4) The probable expense of carrying on soil and water resource protection activities within the district.

(5) Other economic and social factorsthat are relevant, having regard to the legislative determination set
forthinlC 14-32-1.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

| C 14-32-6.5-8
Denial of petition
Sec. 8. Not more than sixty (60) days after a public hearing on a petition is held under section 6 of this chapter, the

board shall determine whether the petition should be denied.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-9
Denial of petition; record of deter mination; notice

Sec. 9. If, after the hearing and consideration of the factors set forth in section 7 of this chapter, the board deter-
mines that a petition should be denied, the board shall, when appropriate, do the following:
(1) Record the determination.

(2) Deny the petition.
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(3) Notify arepresentative of the petitionersin writing that the petition is denied.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-10
Petitionsto changeboundariesor dissolvedistricts; proceduresif not denied

Sec. 10.
(a) If, after the hearing and consideration of the factors set forth in section 7(a) of this chapter, the board
determines that a petition to change the boundaries of a district should not be denied, the board shall, when
appropriate, do thefollowing:

(1) Record the determination.

(2) Define, by metes and bounds or by legal subdivisions, the territory to be included in the proposed
reconfigured district.

(3) In consultation with the petitioners, establish a name for the proposed reconfigured district.

(4) Not more than sixty (60) days after recording the determination, give due notice that an election, by
secret ballot, will be held onthelocal public question set forth in the petition.

(5) Prescribe appropriate procedures for the conduct of the election and the determination of the eligibility of
voters.

(6) Supervise the conduct of the election.

(7) Publish the results of the election.

(8) Pay all expenses arising from the i ssuance of notices and the holding of the election.
(b) If, after the hearing and consideration of the factors set forth in section 7(b) of this chapter, the board
determines that a petition to dissolve a district should not be denied, the board shall, when appropriate, do the

following:
(1) Record the determination.

(2) Not more than sixty (60) days after recording the determination, give due notice that an election, by
secret ballot, will be held onthe local public question set forth in the petition.

(3) Prescribe appropriate procedures for the conduct of the election and the determination of the eligibility of
voters.

(4) Supervise the conduct of the election.
(5) Publish the results of the election.

(6) Pay all expenses arising from the i ssuance of notices and the holding of the election.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-11
Electionsto changeboundariesor dissolvedistricts; contentsof ballots

Sec. 11.
(a) Thebalot provided for an election on whether to change the boundaries of a district must contain the
following:
(2) A definition, by metes and bounds or by legal subdivisions, of the territory within the proposed
reconfigured district.

(2) Two (2) propositions, one (1) of which reads* For creation of the (insert name) soil and water
conservation district comprising the territory defined here” and the other of which reads “ Against creation
of the (insert name) soil and water conservation district comprising the territory defined here”.

(3) A squarein front of each proposition.
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(4) Instruction to insert an X mark in the square before only one (1) of the propositionsto indicate that the
voter favors or opposes the inclusion of the described territory within the district.

(b) The ballot provided for an election on whether to dissolve adistrict must contain the following:
(1) Two (2) propositions, one (1) of which reads*“ For terminating the existence of the (insert name) soil and
water conservation district” and the other of which reads “ Against terminating the existence of the (insert
name) soil and water conservation district”.

(2) A squarein front of each proposition.

(3) Instruction to insert an X mark in the square before only one (1) of the propositions to indicate that the
voter favors or opposes the dissolution of the district.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-12
Electionsto changeboundariesor dissolvedistricts; voting

Sec. 12.

(a) All land occupi ers whose tracts of land are located within:
(1) the boundaries of the district as they would be changed to encompass the territory proposed for
inclusion; or

(2) the district proposed for dissolution; are eligible to vote in the election on the local public question held
under section 10(a) or 10(b) of this chapter.

(b) A voting place used in the election must be arranged so that the voter can mark a ballot without disclosing to
any person how the ballot was marked.

(c) Aninformality in the conduct of the election on the local public question or in amatter relating to the election
does not invalidate the election or the result of the election if:
(1) due notice of the election was given substantially as required by section 10 of this chapter and I C 14-8-2-
80; and

(2) the el ection was conducted fairly.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-13
Electionsto changeboundariesor dissolvedistricts; smplemajority required todeny

Sec. 13. If at least asimple mgjority of the votes cast on the local public question are against the request set forth
in the petition, the board shall, when appropriate, do the following:
(2) Certify theresults of the election in the records of the board.

(2) Declare the request set forth in the petition denied.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

IC 14-32-6.5-14
Electionsto changeboundariesor dissolvedistricts, smplemajority required toimplement
request

Sec. 14.

(a) In an election on the local public question of whether to change the boundaries of a district, the board shall

proceed under subsection (c) if at least asimple majority:
(2) of al the votes cast; and

(2) of the votes cast in each:
(A) district; or
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(B) portion of adistrict; that would be included within the proposed reconfigured district;
arein favor of theinclusion of the described territory within the district.

(b) In an election on the local public question of whether to dissolve a district, the board shall proceed under
subsection (c) if at least a simple majority of the votes cast on the local public question arein favor of the
dissolution of the district.

(c) Under the circumstances set forth in subsection (@) or (b), the board shall do the following:
(2) Certify theresults of the election in the records of the board.

(2) Implement the request set forth in the petition under:
(A) sections 15 through 21 of this chapter, if changing the boundaries of a district; or

(B) sections 22 through 23 of this chapter, if dissolving adistrict.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-15
Appointed supervisors; terms

Sec. 15.
() To incorporate the described territory within the district, the board shall do the following not more than thirty
(30) days after certifying the election:
(1) Appoint two (2) individualswho meet the qualifications set forth in | C 14-32-4-1(c) as supervisors of the
district.
(2) Establish the length of the terms of the appointed supervisors within the limits set forth in subsection
(0).

(b) Theterm of one (1) supervisor appointed under subsection (a) may not be more than three (3) years. Theterm
of the other supervisor appointed under subsection (a) may not be more than two (2) years.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-16
L etter of application; presentation to secretary of state; contents

Sec. 16.
(a) Not more than thirty (30) days after being appointed under section 15(a) of this chapter, the two (2) appointed
supervisors shall present to the secretary of state the following:
(1) A notarized letter of application, signed by the two (2) appointed supervisors, for reorganization of the
district as agovernmental subdivision and a public body corporate and politic under this article.

(2) A copy of theoriginal petition filed with the board.
(3) A copy of the certification by the board of the results of the election held on the local public question.
(4) A copy of the records of appointment by the board of the two (2) supervisors who signed the letter of
application.

(b) Theletter of application presented under subsection (a) must include the following:
(1) The name proposed for the district.

(2) A definition, by metes and bounds or by legal subdivisions, of the reconfigured boundaries of the
district.

(3) A statement certifying that, upon notification by the secretary of state of the approval of the application,
an existing district lying entirely within the boundaries of the newly reorganized district will terminate
operation and cease to exist.

As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.
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|C 14-32-6.5-17
Certificateof organization

Sec. 17.

(a) After receiving, examining, and approving aletter of application and the accompanying documentsthat are

presented under section 16 of this chapter, the secretary of state shall do the following:
(2) Issue to the appointed supervisors a certificate of organization indicating that the district is
reestablished with boundariesincorporating the territory defined in the notarized letter of application
presented under section 16 of this chapter.

(2) Record the certificate of organization with the letter of application and accompanying documentsin an
appropriate record.

(3) Issue to the supervisors of any existing district lying entirely within the boundaries of the newly
reestablished district a certificate of dissolution of the existing district.

(4) Record the certificate of dissolution in an appropriate record.

(b) On the date the secretary of state issues the certificates required by subsection (a):
(2) al property and responsibilities of any existing district lying entirely within the boundaries of the newly
reestablished district are assumed by the reestablished district; and
(2) any existing district lying entirely within the boundaries of the newly reestablished district ceasesto
exist.

As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-18
Elected supervisors; petitionsfor nomination

Sec. 18.

(a) After the secretary of state issues a certificate of organization to the supervisors of a newly reestablished
district under section 17 of this chapter, the board shall, when appropriate, circulate petitions for the nomination
of candidates for the three (3) elected supervisor positions of the reestablished district. The petitions must be
filed with the board not more than sixty (60) days after the secretary of state issues the certificate of

organi zation. However, the board may extend the time within which the petitions may befiled.

(b) To bevalid, anominating petition must meet the following conditions:
(1) The candidate named on the petition must meet the qualifications for elected supervisors set forthin
IC14-32-4-1(b).

(2) The petition must be signed by at least twenty-five (25) land occupiers whose tracts of land are located
withinthedistrict.
(c) A land occupier may sign more than one (1) petition to nominate more than one (1) candidate.

(d) Not more than thirty (30) days after receiving at least four (4) valid nominating petitions, the board shall do
thefollowing:
(1) Give due notice that an election, by secret ballot, will be held to elect the three (3) supervisors of the
newly reestablished district.

(2) Prescribe appropriate procedures for the conduct of the election and the determination of the eligibility
of voters.

(3) Supervise the conduct of the election.
(4) Publish the results of the election.

(5) Pay all expenses arising from the i ssuance of notices and the holding of the election.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.
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|C 14-32-6.5-19
Election of supervisors; contentsof ballots

Sec. 19.
(a) The ballot provided for theinitia election of supervisors of anewly reestablished district must contain the
following:
(1) The names, in aphabetical order of the surnames, of all the nominees on behalf of whom valid
nominating petitions have been filed.

(2) A squarein front of each name.

(3) Instruction to insert an X mark in the square before any three (3) of the namesto indicate the voter’s
preference.

(b) A land occupier whose tract of land is located within the newly reestablished district iseligible to votein the
election.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-20
Elected supervisors; terms

Sec. 20.
(a) Thethree (3) candidates who receive the largest number of votes cast in theinitial election of supervisors of a
newly reestablished district are elected.

(b) Theterms of office of the elected supervisors are asfollows:
(1) Theindividual receiving the highest number of votes has athree (3) year term of office.

(2) Theindividual receiving the second highest number of votes hasatwo (2) year term of office.
(3) Theindividual receiving the third highest number of voteshasa (1) year term of office.

(c) If atie vote occurs among the three individuals elected as supervisors, the terms of office for those receiving
the same number of votes shall be decided by lot.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-21
Elected supervisors; oath of office; commencement of term

Sec. 21.
(a) Thefive (5) initial supervisors of anewly reestablished district shall assume the duties of office upon taking
and signing an oath of office. The oath shall be administered:

(2) to the two (2) appointed supervisors at the date of their appointment by the board; and

(2) to the three (3) elected supervisors within one (1) week after publication by the board of the results of the
election.

(b) An appointed supervisor holding office when a district is reestablished under sections 15 through 21 of this
chapter is discharged from office when the initial appointed supervisors of the reestablished district assume the
duties of office under subsection (a). An elected supervisor holding office when a district is reestablished under
sections 15 through 21 of this chapter is discharged from office when the initial elected supervisors of the
reestablished district assume the duties of office under subsection (a).

(c) Although an initial supervisor assumes the duties of office at the time set forth in subsection (a), the term of
office of the supervisor does not begin until the conclusion of the first annual meeting of the newly reestablished
district for purposes of determining the expiration of the supervisor’sterm of office.

As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.
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|C 14-32-6.5-22
Dissolution; procedures; certificate

Sec. 22.
(a) To proceed with the dissolution of adistrict under section 14(b) of this chapter in accordance with the results
of an election, the supervisors of the district, upon notification of the results of the election, shall do the
following:

(1) Beginimmediately to terminate the affairsof the district.

(2) Dispose of al property belonging to the district at public auction and pay over the proceeds of the sale
into the state treasury.

(3) Filewith the secretary of state anotarized |etter of application for dissolution of the district that:
(A) recites that the property of the district has been disposed of and the proceeds of the sale paid
over as required by this section; and

(B) setsforth afull accounting of the property and proceeds of the sale.
(4) Transmit with the letter of application acopy of the certification by the board of the results of the
election on the local public question of whether to dissolve the district.

(b) Upon receipt, examination, and approval of the letter of application and accompanying required document, the
secretary of state shall do the following:
(2) Issue to the supervisors a certificate of dissolution.

(2) Record the certificate with the | etter of application and accompanying required document in an
appropriate record.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

| C 14-32-6.5-23
Dissolution; contractsremainin force

Sec. 23.
(a) Despite the issuance of a certificate of dissolution of adistrict under section 22 of this chapter, all contractsto
which the district is a party remain in force and effect for the period provided in the contracts.

(b) The board:
(1) is substituted for the district as party to the contracts;
(2) isentitled to al benefits and subject to all liabilities under the contracts; and

(3) has the same right and obligation under the contracts as the district would have had to:
(A) perform;

(B) require performance;

(C) sue and be sued; and

(D) modify or terminate the contracts by mutual consent or otherwise.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-6.5-24
Denial of petition for changein boundaries; delay beforesimilar request considered

Sec. 24. If avalid petition requesting a change in the boundaries of adistrict or the dissolution of adistrict has
been denied due to:
(2) the determination of the board after a public hearing; or

(2) the results of an election held on the local public question; the board may not consider alater petition
containing the same request or asimilar request until two (2) years after the denial of the original petition.
As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.
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|C 14-32-6.5-25
Proceduresfor organization of new district in sameterritory asdissolved district

Sec. 25. If adistrict is dissolved under this chapter, the board may prescribe the procedure under which a new
district may be organized within the territory encompassed by the dissolved district.

As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.35.

|C 14-32-7
Chapter 7. Dutiesof Department

|C 14-32-7-1
Policy of department

Sec. 1.

(8) The general assembly recognizesthefollowing:
(1) That the land resource of Indiana, including the principal elements of geology, landscape, and sails, is
one (1) of the basic natural resources of Indiana.

(2) That an ever increasing demand upon the fixed and limited land resourceisresulting from agrowing
population, with the accompanying expansionsin commercial, industrial, transportation, recreation, and
cultural development and the continuing need for an adequate agricultural base for the production of food
andfiber.

(3) That conservation of the land resource is essential to protect and promote the public health, safety, and
welfare.

(4) That the task of conservation can only be accomplished through a factual knowledge and understanding
of the land resource.

(b) Therefore, it isthe policy of the general assembly that the state promote and participate in the conservation of
the land resource of Indiana by doing the following:
(2) Providing new or expanded means for the securing, development, and furnishing to land use decision
makers of adequate factual knowledge concerning the geology, landscape, and soils of Indiana, including
their potentials, limitations, and interrelationships, in the manner set forth in this chapter.

(2) Strengthening the capabilities of local soil and water conservation districts.
(3) Expanding the level of small watershed planning for soil and water conservation measures.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.36.
|C 14-32-7-2
” Geology” defined
Sec. 2. As used in this chapter, “geology” means the study of the following:
(1) Earth materials, which are minerals, rocks, water, and soil.
(2) The processesthat have formed earth materials.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.
IC 14-32-7-3
" Land conservation” defined

Sec. 3. As used in this chapter, “land conservation” means the wise use of land:
(2) for the satisfaction of human needs; and
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(2) based upon knowledge and understanding of the land’s capabilities and limitations.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-7-4
" Landscape” defined

Sec. 4. As used in this chapter, “landscape” means the aggregate of all factors and features that constitute the
total visual and perceptive impact of a given area of the earth’s surface upon the human senses.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-7-5
" Soil” defined
Sec. 5. Asused in this chapter, “ soil” means the surface layer of the earth that serves as a natural medium for the

growth of plant life.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-7-6
Administration and coor dination of dutiesand responsibilities

Sec. 6.

(a) Thedivision of soil conservation:
(2) shall administer and coordinate the duties and responsibilities of the department under the land resource
programs authorized by this chapter; and

(2) in carrying out its duties under subdivision (1), may work in cooperation with the following:
(A) Federal and state agencies.

(B) Local governmental agenciesinvolved in land use planning and zoning.
(C) Any person, firm, institution, or agency, public or private, having an interest in land
conservation.

(b) The department may employ the personnel and provide facilities and services that are necessary to carry out
the department’s duties and responsibilities under this chapter.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.37.

|C 14-32-7-7
Ur ban geology survey

Sec. 7.

(a) As used in this section, “urban geology survey” means a systematic scientific identification, inventory, and
mapping of the earth materials of agiven areathat setsforth the capabilities, potentials, and limitations of the
earth materialsfor human needs.

(b) The department shall use the money appropriated by the general assembly to initiate and carry out a program
of urban geology surveys, together with other geologic investigations, for Indiana to develop and present the
geologic data and information necessary to a coordinated land conservation program that will promote sound land
use decisions.

As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.38.

|C 14-32-7-8
L andscape survey

Sec. 8.
(a) As used in this section, “landscape survey” means a systematic scientific identification, inventory, and
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mapping of the features of the earth’s surface that serve to constitute the landscape of a given area, including key
factors such as the following:
(1) Landform.

(2) Vegetation.

(3) Wildiife.

(4) Physical characteristics.

(5) Visual perception.

(6) Historical and cultural sites.

(b) The department shall use the money appropriated by the general assembly to initiate and carry out a program
of landscape surveys for Indiana to develop and present the surficial landscape data and information necessary to
promote wise land use decisions.

As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.39.

|C 14-32-7-8.5
Soil survey

Sec. 85.

(a) Asused in this section, “soil survey” means a systematic scientific identification, inventory, and mapping of
the soils of agiven areathat sets forth the capabilities, potential, and limitations of the soilsin the satisfaction of
human needs.

(b) The department shall use the money appropriated by the general assembly to implement and supplement a
program of modern soil surveysfor Indianathat will, within the shortest practicable time, provide amodern soil
survey for each county as an essential tool in land conservation.

As added by P.L.136-1997, SEC.40.

|C 14-32-7-9
Support and assistancetolocal soil and water conservation districts

Sec. 9. The department shall provide more support and assistance to the local soil and water conservation districts
by:
(2) granting to the districts the additional money that is appropriated by the general assembly; and

(2) increased coordination and consultative services; to obtain increased participation by the districtsin the
development of improved local land use practices and decisions.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.41.

|C 14-32-7-10

Appropriations, uses
Sec. 10. The department shall use the money appropriated by the general assembly to expand the small watershed
planning program as carried out in cooperation with the Natural Resources Conservation Service of the United
States Department of Agriculture under 16 U.S.C. 1001 et seq., to reduce the accumul ation of approved watershed

planning requests and expedite the realization of the multiple benefits of this soil and water conservation program.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-7-11
Coordination and scheduling of urban geology survey program and landscape survey program

Sec. 11. The department shall coordinate and schedule the programs authorized by sections 7 through 8 of this
chapter to provide, as nearly as practicable, for concurrent completion and furnishing of the results of each
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program for each selected area study unit.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25.

|C 14-32-7-12
Dutiesof soil conservation division

Sec. 12.
(8) Asused in this section, “river” includes streams and the tributaries of rivers.

(b) Thedivision of soil conservation shall do the following:
(2) Perform all administrative duties required by the rules of the board.

(2) Provide professional assistanceto districtsin planning, coordinating, and training for the following:
(A) Adult soil and water conservation education.

(B) Natural resources conservation information programs for elementary and secondary schools.
(3) Provide professional soil conservation technical assistance to districts.
(4) Provide nonagricultural soilsinterpretive and erosion control expertise on aregional basis.

(5) Assist the districts and other federal, state, and local entitiesin encouraging and monitoring compliance
with those aspects of the programs that are related to erosion and sediment reduction.

(6) Administer a cost-share program for installation of erosion control structural measures on severely
eroding cropland and for conversion of highly erodible land from crop production to permanent vegetative
cover.

(7) Administer alake and river enhancement program to do thefollowing:
(A) Control sediment and associated nutrient inflow into lakes and rivers.

(B) Accomplish actionsthat will forestall or reverse theimpact of that inflow and enhance the
continued use of Indiana’s lakes and rivers.
As added by P.L.1-1995, SEC.25. Amended by P.L.136-1997, SEC.42.

|C 14-32-7-13
Adminigration

Sec. 13. The department shall administer this article subject to the direction of the board.
As added by PL.1-1995, SEC.25

|C 14-32-8
Chapter 8. Clean Water Indiana Program

|C 14-32-8-1
"Fund” defined

Sec. 1. As used in this chapter, “fund” means the clean water Indiana fund established by this chapter.
As added by P.L.160-1999, SEC.4.

|C 14-32-8-2
" Political subdivison” defined

Sec. 2. Asused in this chapter, “political subdivision” means a county, township, city, or town.
As added by P.L.160-1999, SEC.4.
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|C 14-32-8-3
"Program” defined
Sec. 3. Asused in this chapter, “ program” means the clean water Indiana program established by this chapter.
As added by P.L.160-1999, SEC.4.
IC 14-32-8-4
Program established
Sec. 4. The clean water Indianaprogram is established. The division of soil conservation shall administer the
program subject to the direction of the board.
As added by P.L.160-1999, SEC.4.
|C 14-32-8-5
Purposeof program
Sec. 5. The purpose of the program is to provide financia assistance to:
(1) land occupiers; and
(2) conservation groups; to implement conservation practices to reduce nonpoint sources of water pollution
through education, technical assistance, training, and cost sharing programs.
As added by P.L.160-1999, SEC.4.
IC 14-32-8-6
Clean water Indianafund
Sec. 6.

(a) The clean water Indiana fund is established to carry out the purposes of this chapter. The fund shall be
administered by the division of soil conservation subject to the direction of the board.

(b) The fund consists of:
(1) amounts appropriated by the general assembly; and
(2) donations, grants, and money received from any other source.
(c) The expenses of administering the fund shall be paid from money in the fund.
(d) Money in the fund at the end of a state fiscal year does not revert to the state general fund.
As added by P.L.160-1999, SEC.4.
IC 14-32-8-7
Expendituresfrom fund
Sec. 7. Money in the fund may be spent in the following ways:
(1) Toincrease district technical assistance in local conservation efforts.

(2) To develop an environmental stewardship program to assist land occupiersin complying with
environmental regulationsvoluntarily.

(3) To qualify for federal matching fundsfor county soil survey computerization.

(4) To providefor the following cost sharing programs:
(A) A program to encourage land occupiers to implement conservation practices to reduce nutrient,
pesticide, and sediment runoff.

(B) Programsthat encourage land occupiersto implement nutrient management programs by
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sharing the cost of any of the following:
(i) Fencing for intensive grazing systems.
(i) Purchasing nutrient management equi pment.
(iii) Voluntary environmental audits.
(iv) Other similar expendituresrelated to nutrient management.

(5) To provide matching grantsto districtsfor the following:
(A) Professional watershed coordinators to facilitate and administer local watershed protection
projects.

(B) District managersto administer district conservation policies and programs.
(6) To increase state technical and capacity building assistance to districts and local conservation efforts by
providing for thefollowing:
(A) Capacity building specialiststo train district personnel in grant writing, grant administration,
and leadership devel opment.
(B) Conservation education specialists to help implement district conservation education efforts.

(C) Urban storm water specialists to provide technical assistance to developersto contain soil
erosion on construction sites.

(7) To make distributions as provided under section 8 of this chapter.
As added by P.L.160-1999, SEC.4.

|C 14-32-8-8
Additional fundsfrom division of soil conservation

Sec. 8.

() In addition to funds provided to a district under section 7 of this chapter or from any other source the division
of soil conservation shall pay to thedistrict one dollar ($1) for every one dollar ($1) the district receivesfrom a
political subdivision.

(b) The state is not obligated to match more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) under this section.

(c) In order to receive funding under this section, before April 15 of each year adistrict must certify to the division
of soil conservation the amount of money the district received from all political subdivisions during the one (1)
year period beginning January 1 of the previous year. The division of soil conservation shall make distributions
under this section not later than July 15 of each year.

(d) Before making distributions under this section the division of soil conservation shall determine the total
amount of money that has been certified by all districts as having been provided by political subdivisions. If the
cumulative amount to be distributed to all districts exceeds the amount appropriated to the fund, the division of
soil conservation shall reduce the distribution to each district proportionately.

(e) A district must spend money received under this section for the purposes of the district.
As added by P.L.160-1999, SEC.4. Amended by P.L.155-2002, SEC.9 and P.L.158-2002, SEC.8.

|C 14-32-8-9
Report

Sec. 9. The districts shall coordinate with the division of soil conservation to compile and provide areport to the
executive director of the legislative services agency each year. The report must describe:
(2) the expenditures of the clean water Indianafund; and

(2) the number, type, status, and effectiveness of conservation efforts funded by the clean water Indiana
program.
As added by P.L.160-1999, SEC.4.
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